
Abominable 
              
 

Every one that is proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD; though hand join in hand, he shall not be 
unpunished. 

– Proverbs 16:5 – 
              
 
 

Those who possess even a cursory understanding of the Bible may immediately associate the word 
abomination with the dietary ordinances and the moral laws categorically enumerated in Leviticus and 
Deuteronomy.  Or perhaps it will be recalled as the word frequently used to both describe and decry the 
idolatrous practices of the nation of Israel in the books of the Kings, the Chronicles, and the Prophets.  The 
word abomination may also elicit recollections of Daniel’s prophecy of the abomination that makes desolate 
in the house of God, referenced by our Lord Jesus Himself.  Or the word abomination may be immediately 
associated with the great whore in the book of the Revelation, “Babylon the Great, the Mother of Harlots and 
Abominations of the Earth.” 
 
An abomination is something that causes disgust.  Since the Bible is God’s word to men, the word 
abomination is typically used in such fashion as to relay to us that which disgusts God.  The problem is that 
we are prone to self-righteousness and therefore often erroneously categorize only egregious sin as 
abominable.  A thorough review of the book of Proverbs, however, will show us no less than twenty times 
over that many “every day” things accepted as normative by men and often justified by believers actually 
disgust our Lord.  These include our wicked thoughts, proud appearances, lying, gossiping, false balances, 
pretentious worship, and respect of persons, to name but a few.  And Jesus reminded us in Luke 16:15 that 
that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God.   
 
The source of all that disgusts the God of heaven is captured in Proverbs 16:5.  The pride of the human heart 
is our birthday present from Adam and the spring from which all action that God finds abominable spouts.  
Pride is a lifelong parasite disguised as our dearest ally.  It survives our conversion to Christ and is ever 
seeking to regain control.  It tells us what we want to hear.  It coddles us when convicted.  It endlessly tries to 
convince us that who we once thought we were is who we should still be striving to be.  It pretends to 
welcome advice, but in reality, it hates the man of God, the Word of God, and all godly counsel.  It excuses 
our mistakes and applauds our self-justification.  In short, it believes us to be our own god, and ever reminds 
us that we should act accordingly. 
 
We can be eternally grateful for the resident Holy Ghost who counters and subdues this potentate-turned-
pest of the breast.  Yet let us also and ever be mindful that pride is very present with us until we go to glory, 
and that our God finds that pride disgusting.  With His help and motivated by love for our Lord, let us mortify 
our pride today at every opportunity to do so! 
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