
These Things 

And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full.  

Today’s text is one of those verses that, if left by itself, would cause you to wonder “what 

things”? As with many verses in the Bible, the best interpretation is connected with the 

surrounding verses. The first four verses in the first epistle of John give a brief summary 

of Christ’s incarnation and His purpose in coming to provide eternal life, as well as the 

Apostle’s interaction with Him. John expresses his desire to share that experience, and 

the joy that would result from interaction with the Savior.  

Every person’s life, whether seemingly unsuccessful or even successful, is out of sync 

until we come into a right relationship with God. The Lord created us with a soul and spirit 

that is meant to be connected with Him. Until we are converted and adopted into God’s 

family, we are alienated from Him. Ignorantly, in our state of separation, we resort to 

earthly pleasures in a feeble attempt to find some lasting purpose and enjoyment. But as 

with all temporal things, something is lacking until we find the Savior who is the true 

fountain of everlasting joy. John gives testimony of his life changing personal involvement 

with Jesus. He heard Him, he saw Him, and his hands handled Him. He and his fellow 

apostles had the tremendous privilege of personally hearing Jesus’ teaching and 

witnessing His miracles. The lives of both John and his brother James were divinely 

interrupted when Jesus called them. The Bible doesn’t give any details of what preceded 

this, but the brothers were so drawn by Jesus that they left there fishing business and 

followed Him. For three plus years they had intimate exposure to the Lord himself. Not 

only did they walk with Him as He performed His earthly ministry, but they also walked 

with Him after His resurrection. The joy of this relationsh ip became deeper and stronger 

when Jesus ultimately completed His mission and returned to the Father. Realizing God’s 

unmatched love and the wonders of being spiritually adopted into His family produced 

fulness of joy for the apostles.  

Today, the same experience can hold true for us. By reading His word and spending time 

in His presence through prayer, we can see, hear, and handle the Word of Life. With His 

Spirit bearing witness with our spirit, we deepen our relationship; knowing in reality that 

we are true children of God. To him we can carry all our cares and concerns crying Abba, 

Father. These things are the components for building this close relationship that produce 

fulness of joy. - J. Ekis 

 

 

 

 

 


