
His Workmanship 
              
 

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained 
that we should walk in them. 

– Ephesians 2:10 – 
              

 
Our birth and our re-birth in Christ are not mutually exclusive.  We are prone to draw a line of demarcation in 
our lives, separating our pre-conversion era from our life in Christ.  This tendency is legitimate and biblical to 
a point – for we are not what we once were, but have been washed, renewed, sanctified, and made meet for 
the Master’s use.  Sin no longer owns us, and the Holy Ghost now guides us into all truth.  There is a very true 
and palpable difference between the old life and the new, indeed.  But this does not mean that our Christless 
past, though dead and buried, is not useful to our Lord’s purpose.  The same God who reigns in our hearts 
today was not absent during our earlier years.  Though we were willfully estranged from Him in bygone days, 
He was nevertheless working all things together both for our personal good and for the edification of His 
cherished Bride. 
 
Our text states plainly that we are His workmanship. The Greek work translated “workmanship” is poiema 
and means in its strictest sense a masterpiece, a work of art, or a poem.  It implies the full investment and 
jealous care of the craftsman over the entire course of the creation of the finished piece. The sculptor sees the 
finished work before he ever strikes the rock.  The composer hears each note and harmonizes them across all 
octaves before the symphony is birthed to the ears of others.  The painter translates what resides within his 
mind’s eye from the first stroke of the brush.  The poet carefully orchestrates an array of words into phrases 
and then weaves those phrases into meter in order to express his innermost thoughts – thoughts too 
valuable, deep, and precious to share in more common forms of communication. 
 
Our Lord sees each of us as His unique workmanship.  We are each His specially crafted piece with specific 
purpose in His larger design.  As such, He has been molding us over the course of our lives to meet out in 
time what He has ordained for us from eternity.  Our gifts, our talents, our resources, our personalities, our 
strengths, our weaknesses, our experiences – the totality of our lives – are either directly from Him, or 
redeemable through Him.  If we belong to Him, all that was lost is found.  He does not waste.  
 
Many Christians feel they do not have much to offer their Master toward the advancement of His Kingdom.  
They are thankful to be redeemed but uncertain of how they can be of use to the plan and purpose of the 
Christ Who purchased them.  This is a grievously wrong perspective.  Every blood-bought child of God is His 
workmanship, possessing a unique sphere of influence, a specific set of abilities, and a host of opportunities 
to impact men for time and eternity.  In this sense, let us all resolve to be “comfortable in our skin” – not 
comparing ourselves against others, but fully persuaded that our Master has work that only we can do for 
Him.   
 
Let us find those good works today that God has ordained that we should walk in, drawing upon the totality 
of our life experience.   May we continue to permit Him to refine His work within our hearts while He 
expresses His love toward fallen humanity through each of us, His peculiar workmanship. 
 
 

-- DCM 


