
Encouragement 
 

We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; 
Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed. 

II Corinthians 4:8-9 
 
Many circumstances of this life can come after us to trouble, perplex, persecute, or 
knock us down.  This is the typical nature of the human condition.  And the typical 
responses to these things from the typical human are distress, despair, and feelings of 
being forsaken or even destroyed.  Yet when we are the children of the King of heaven, 
we are not the typical human.  Here the apostle reminds us that as God’s adopted 
children we can thwart all these responses to such attacks.  In the Roman epistle he 
reminds us that, in the face of all kinds of forces that would attempt to separate us from 
the love of Christ, “we are more than conquerors through him that loved us” (Romans 
8:37).  The steadfast love of our Father in heaven remains our encouragement.  At the 
beginning of this epistle to Corinth He is described:  “Blessed be God, even the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort; Who 
comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any 
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God” (II Corinthians 
1:3-4).  The word translated ‘comfort’ here includes within its meaning to come or to call 
alongside, with the sense of encouragement.  In the upper room Jesus used the noun 
form to refer to the Holy Spirit as our Comforter.  In his first epistle, John uses the same 
appellation of Jesus Christ the righteous, there translated as our ‘advocate’.  While in 
our flesh we as believers are subject to similar troubles and perplexing situations that 
can come to unbelievers, the difference is that, in the midst of human circumstance, we 
have an anchor of our soul in the Lord Jesus Christ, that not only reminds us of our 
heavenly hope, but encourages us right where we are with the peace and strength of 
His presence.  May you know and feel the tight hold of His everlasting arms in any of 
these circumstances, today and in the future. 
 
 
  
 


