
Mighty in the Scriptures 
              
 

And a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man, and mighty in the scriptures, 
came to Ephesus. 

– Acts 18:24 – 
              
 
 

We know but an inspired little about this man Apollos to whom the Holy Spirit introduces us in 
Acts 18:24.  Though eloquent in thought and speech, he was humble enough to receive 
instruction from a few tent-making disciples (Acts 18:26).   His labor for the church in Corinth 
was God-approved and many there held him in apostolic esteem.  His usefulness to God was 
perhaps due to the primary characteristic of his life – that of being “mighty in the scriptures.” 
 
Being “mighty in the scriptures” suggests a breadth of knowledge of God’s Word as well as a 
significant grasp upon its proper interpretation and import.  It is not a natural state of being.  It 
is available to every child of the Most High, yet it is not obtained cheaply.  It requires much time 
focused upon not just what God’s Word says, but also upon what it means.   Becoming “mighty 
in the scriptures” stems from a burning desire for truth.  It is accompanied by an intense 
yearning to rightly divide the Word of truth.   As such, it demands both a stubborn tenacity to 
seek until finding, as well as a humility of spirit that desires to grow in mind and heart.  There 
must be a constant recognition that the knowledge at hand is not enough because there is 
more to know and that only the Word of God can bridge the chasm.   
 
Those who seek education and erudition as an end goal can never become “mighty in the 
scriptures” because they have not come yet to the realization that all the philosophies and 
thoughts of men are ultimately fallacious, vacuous, or bankrupt.  Becoming “mighty in the 
scriptures” is only thus obtained by disciplining the mind in and by a regular and over-abundant 
consumption of the Word of God while simultaneously posturing the heart as that of a little 
child who knows that his Father has all the answers.  And as that child, never ceasing to 
question in sincerity of spirit, with full confidence that the heavenly Father will lovingly, 
graciously, and fully respond to every inquiry. 
 
Life is short and God’s Word is deep. Let us make haste to follow Apollos’ example.  Lord, make 
us mighty in the Scriptures.  
 

    -- D. Murcek 
 


