
One more test 
 

And the LORD said unto Gideon, The people that are with thee are too many for me to 
give the Midianites into their hands, lest Israel vaunt themselves against me, saying, 

Mine own hand hath saved me. 
Judges 7:2 

 
When he is visited in chapter six by the angel of the LORD, apparently appearing simply 
as a human stranger, Gideon initially reacts to His announcement with disbelief and 
argument.  Gideon argues that the LORD could not be with him, since He had obviously 
forsaken the disobedient nation floundering in their idolatry (6:13).  With a fixed gaze 
upon Gideon, the stranger again tells him to go against the Midianites, because He is 
sending him.  Gideon then informs the stranger to understand his own humble state, 
implying that he could not possibly be the choice of Jehovah for such a task (6:15).  
After the third promise of His presence for the stated purpose, Gideon finally begins to 
suspect that this stranger is no ordinary man, and asks for a confirming sign of who He 
is.  When the angel of the LORD miraculously confirms His identity by consuming the 
offered food and drink as an offering to God, Gideon’s reaction drastically changes, 
reflecting the realization that he has been in the presence of the LORD God.  Through 
the next series of events, Gideon obeys the LORD’s command to destroy the idols of 
his father’s town and replace them with an altar to Jehovah, has his life threatened as a 
result, and sees his father defend him in the re-establishing the worship of Jehovah, all 
in time to see the Midianite-led mob again overflow into Israel to pilfer their land.  But 
from all this experience, Gideon has been prepared by the Spirit of the LORD, and 
gathers an army to fight against this foe.  His reaction to these events is to employ one 
more test with a fleece, for confirmation from the LORD that this is indeed the time to 
strike.  We might say that by this point Gideon’s faith is strong and prepared for the 
battle, having been furnished with the power of answers and an army. 
 
Yet, as we move into the account surrounding our text, we see one more test, this time 
coming to Gideon from God.  After providing the miraculous response of 32,000 men for 
his army, the LORD tests Gideon’s faith by whittling down this army to a mere 300 men.  
And this time the response from Gideon is -- nothing.  We see no complaint and no 
more requests for signs.  He is simply resigned to the will and power of God.  After this, 
God does provide one more encouraging experience for Gideon before the battle, but it 
is not at Gideon’s request.  Is the lesson clear?  After all of our reactions, requests, 
wrangling, and even perceptions of faith, the truly faithful soul will view the unexpected 
and unexplainable events that come as just one more test.  We need not make more 
noise about it.  We simply must move through it, wait upon the LORD, and obey Him 
with what is revealed.  The rest is really all up to Him.  And would we want it to be any 
other way? 
   
 
 
  
 
 


