
Saturation 
 

Give ear, O ye heavens, and I will speak; and hear, O earth, the words of my mouth. 
My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my speech shall distil as the dew, as the small rain 
upon the tender herb, and as the showers upon the grass:  Because I will publish the 

name of the LORD: ascribe ye greatness unto our God. 
Deuteronomy 32:1-3 

 
In this song of Moses, which God gave him to teach the Israelites before his death, to 
be a reminder of the benefits of loving and serving the Lord, he begins with a call to 
hear his doctrine.  He describes his doctrine in natural terms that would resonate with 
their agricultural society, in comparison to rain and dew upon the crops and the grass.  
Although most of us are not immersed in agriculture in our daily lives, we can still 
appreciate the metaphor within our modern experience.  As I contemplated this 
description, it reminded me of a trek across my back yard during the evening after a rain 
earlier in the day.  By the time I returned to the house, my shoes were drenched, even 
though it had been some time since the rain.  Many of us have had the same 
experience from a cool evening or morning of significant dew.  God created the grass, 
as well as the herbs, to naturally soak in and retain the moisture for their sustenance 
and growth.  In the same way He has created mankind to be able to soak in and retain 
His doctrine when it comes as the rain upon the grass to our ears and hearts.  It comes 
to sustain and promote spiritual growth for our souls.  Its effect can soak, not our shoes, 
but our entire being with the life-giving encouragement of the truth of God.  If we will 
hear the words of His mouth, and drink his doctrine, and let it cover and stick to our 
thoughts and inner being as the grass does the dew and rain, our souls can benefit from 
its refreshment and nourishment.   
 
Although we have this ability as well as the availability of His word and doctrine, it is 
possible to raise an umbrella of coldness or busyness or distraction that prevents the 
needed soaking of our soul.  Also, in our age of sound bites and text messages, we 
should beware lest this culture affect our intake of the word and doctrine.  We need 
more than snippets of doctrine.  As children of God, let us not think that we can be 
nourished with just a few bites a day.  Instead we should seek to saturate our minds and 
hearts with healthy portions of doctrine, first by daily attendance upon His word, and 
also by meditation and contemplation, as well as exhortation from others who have 
done the same.  Let us heed with Timothy the command of the apostle to “give 
attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine” (I Timothy 4:13), that we may say with 
the psalmist “O how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the day” (Psalm 119:97). 
 
 
  
 
 


