
Staggering Not 
              
 

He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; And 
being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform. 

– Romans 4:20-21 – 
              
 

God has designed mankind so as to operate almost every aspect of his life on the principle of faith.  It is 
impossible to live and move and have our being without faith in something, and often in multiple things.  
Most learning, for example, at least that which is not experiential, is based on trust that the information we 
are receiving is correct (for no man has all facts present at any moment of his existence.)  Similarly, all human 
activity is spawned from the belief that the activity will benefit us or others in some way.  Entrepreneurs, for 
instance, believe their ideas will satisfy a market need, so they work tirelessly to bring that idea to life.  Yes, 
faith and belief prove to be the key to unlocking human activity of any kind.  Yet it is only when faith is 
directed toward God that we find the ultimate purpose of this inescapable principle of human existence.  It is 
only in Him that faith is consistently neither disappointed nor undermined. 
 
Next to our Lord Jesus, Abraham forever stands as the representative of the quality of faith in God that we 
must strive to possess.  It is virtually impossible to understand the nature of God-pleasing faith without 
acquainting ourselves with the life of Abraham, immortalized in Genesis as a decades-long antiphonal volley 
of promise and belief.  With each promise, no matter how obscure, Abraham risked his heart and mind and 
“believed God”.  Every aspect of what God asked Abraham to believe was, at the moment of time in which it 
was required, nearly unbelievable.   
 
Abraham was instructed by God to separate from his family because God was going to make of him a nation, 
but with no explanation as to how.  He was called to tabernacle in a strange land among a mixed multitude of 
sometimes hostile inhabitants, with no intimation as to when it would become his possession.  He was 
challenged to believe that God was going to bless the entire world through his yet unborn family, which 
family was promised to become as the sand of seashore in number, though he was already an old man.  The 
list is as strikingly momentous as it is long.  And yet, with each iteration of promise, Abraham exercised his 
trust to the point where he no longer staggered at the promises of God but gained full confidence that God 
not only could, but also would keep His word.  And by that persuasion, Abraham would ultimately don the 
divinely bestowed title, the “Friend of God”. 
 
Dear brethren, let us inspect our hearts.  What quality of faith resides therein?  Is our faith faint, or have we, 
like Abraham, found Him more than worthy of unfettered trust? Any shred of unbelief within is a leaven that 
must be purged.  Let us stagger not, but rather seek to exercise earnest and heart-felt belief, daily and 
consistently, in the abundant promises of our Master.  This is the kind of faith that delights God. 
 

-- D. Murcek 


