
Continuing

Except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved.Acts 27:31

Apostasy in the church has reached endemic proportions
especially among the young. The son of a world-renowned
pastor now boasts of a following of 900,000 young people who
eagerly consume his blasphemous excoriations of the Bible
and fundamental Christian doctrine. This arrogant reviler
jumped ship at the age of 19 and now makes a lucrative
business of “debunking” evangelicalism while publicly
dishonoring his father. No one automatically inherits faith from
their parents. Salvation is obtained by a volitional act of belief.
For a season we may try to please a parent, spouse, or peer
group by putting on a masquerade of faith, but superficial
belief cannot be sustained for any protracted time.

The doctrine of continuity asserts that the true believer will
“abide in the ship”. Jesus asked the twelve “Will ye also go
away?” and Peter answered ”to whom shall we go? thou hast
the words of eternal life and we believe and are sure that thou
art that Christ, the Son of the living God.” Judas was notably
silent! When put to the Master’s test the believer, who is
sealed with the Holy Spirit, will always aver allegiance to
Christ. Those who “draw back unto perdition” like Lot’s wife
ultimately prove that they had a deficient faith. They, like the
seed sown on stoney ground, ”for a while believe, and in time
of temptation fall away”.
When the fisherman pulls in a full net of fish it is almost
inevitable that some of the fish brought aboard somehow
wriggle and writhe until they flop back into the sea. In John
Bunyan’s classic The Pilgrim’s Progress, Pliable begins the
journey to the Celestial City but is easily discouraged when
the trials of the Slough of Despond envelop him.

Let us then follow the incipient example of that first church
who “continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers”.

Have a blessed week,


