
They Seek a Country 

For they that seek such things declare plainly that they seek a country.  

Hebrews 11:14 

The Presidential campaign and election coverage have dominated the news for 
the past few months. As with any election a portion of the country will be excited 
about the outcome, while another portion faces a level of disappointment. Both 
sides hold some degree of hope that their candidate of choice will produce a 
better country. As Christians we must remember our biblical mandate is to pray 
for those in authority over us; but it is also important that we never forget that 
we seek a better country, that is, a heavenly country. 

The life of the patriarch Abraham has many spiritual lessons that are applicable to 
believers’ lives. In Genesis 12 Abraham is called out of the land of his nativity to 
seek a better country that God promised to him. Abraham’s native homeland Ur, 
which would become modern day Iraq, was in his day a prosperous and advanced 
city in the Fertile Crescent.  Steeped in idolatry, Ur with all of its advancements 
and modern conveniences provided temporal opportunities that were also 
potential traps for Abraham’s walk with the true God. It was from this 
circumstance that Abraham was called to the land of promise. That land held the 
fulfillment and contentment of God’s purpose. 

At the moment, we believers are still dwelling in the land of our nativity, but we 
like Abraham have the promise of being called to a better country.  As we dwell in 
this strange land, we should do all we can to make our temporary country a 
better place. We should pray for our leaders and those who are in authority, that 
we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. As spiritual 
darkness continues to invade our land, we have the opportunity and obligation to 
let our light shine brightly. As we strive to do God’s will for our lives, we can 
experience His purpose and enjoy His blessings while always remembering that 
we are seeking a heavenly country. 
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