
Simplicity 
              
 

For our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, 
not with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, we have had our conversation in the world, 

and more abundantly to you-ward. 
– 2 Corinthians 1:12 – 

              
 
 

There is a complexity that accompanies the curse and is therefore permanently resident to 
human existence.  As fallen, we tend to live life in a constant state of trying to “game the 
system.”  We attempt to move in ways and directions that will bring the most pleasure, benefit, 
and security.  The problem is that the devil, the god of this world, is constantly shifting the 
rules, moving the markers, and changing the game in order to entice us toward decisions that 
are ill-timed, wrongly motivated, or mis-informed.  He knows that those decisions are potent 
vessels to consume us with bewildering discontentment and agonizing frustration, thereby 
effectively disrupting our peace or even obstructing our progress altogether.  
 
Conversely, there is a marvelous freedom from the molesting complexities of life under the sun 
when we choose to walk in close communion with and obedience to our Redeemer.  By 
carefully and continuously heeding His Word, enabled by the Holy Ghost within, life becomes a 
much simpler matter.  The previous objective of personal pleasure is replaced by the pursuit of 
unbroken fellowship with our Master and usefulness to our fellow man.  Our chief desire is no 
longer to selfishly eat, drink, and be merry, but rather to seek first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness.  When in close communion with Christ, even our quest for knowledge is eased.  
We are free to be wise concerning that which is good, and simple concerning evil.  By following 
hard after God, not much “hard” remains.  The difficulties brought by the complexity of human 
existence tend to dissolve and we find that He is more than willing and able to supply a security 
that is simpler yet eternally more sound than the one for which we previously pined. 
 
The way of transgressors is hard.  We know that to be true from our unredeemed past.  If the 
complexities of life are robbing us of our peace and advancement, we need to take inventory 
and return to simple obedience to our Master. Then let us praise God for our redemption in 
Christ, resolving to live in the power of its simplicity with godly sincerity today. 
 

    -- D. Murcek 
 
 


