
Judges 16:28: And Samson called unto the LORD, and said, O Lord GOD,
remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen me, I pray thee, only this once,

One of scripture's saddest declaratives must be "he wist not that the LORD was
departed from him". Samson's love of a women was stronger than his love for God
and so he forfeited the treasured gift of God's power for the satisfaction of temporal
lust. Many are the once stalwart defenders of the truth who have fallen prey to
similar follies, having esteemed the pleasures of this world a greater recompense
than the approbation of the Almighty. Samson frittered his power away by his
uxorious doting on Delilah but at the end the mighty God would return to frustrate
the prostituted betrayal and to save the backslidden judge.Thus was the unenviable
plight of the Old Testament saints who, though experiencing divine visitations,
extended dialogues, and impartation of miraculous wonders, yet they did not have
the abiding presence of the Holy Spirit. "God having provided some better thing for
us."

Believers now have a supreme advantage in the spiritual warfare that Satan
relentlessly wages against the forces of good. We have a power that far exceeds the
physical prowess of a Samson. We have the indwelling Spirit of El Gibbor (the mighty
God)! The devil employs the deceptive power of intimidation to cower his victims into
servile submission but "though this world with devils filled should threaten to undo
us;we will not fear, for God hath willed His truth to triumph through us".Truly greater
is He that is in us than he that is in the world.

It may be so that we have become innervated in the work of the Lord-wearied with
the daily struggles to maintain a consistent walk with the Master. Though we would
deny having plunged full-bore into the sybaritic failures of a Samson, yet we would
admit that the siren call of other things has often distracted us. And like Samson we
can still expectantly plead "Remember Me" in the hour of our greatest need. It is a
testament to the Lord's faithfulness that He answers us and strengthens us when we
least deserve it.

It has always been an exercise in bewilderment for me when I have examined the list
of the righteous legends in Hebrews 11 and to see that voluptuary, Samson, on the
roster while Josiah, Ruth, and Jeremiah are conspicuously overlooked. The answer
lay assuredly in the inscrutable counsels of "the Lord, The LORD God, merciful and
gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth," who delighted in a
morally failed man that nevertheless, at the end, called unto the Lord "Remember
Me".

Have a blessed week,


