
How to Really Succeed

Joshua 1:8: This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt
meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is
written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have

good success.

For decades the markets have been flooded with self-help books which purport to
provide to its reader the keys to successful living.

Of the writing of these “many books there is no end”. In most cases the only success
that has come from these panacean formulas is the financial gain enjoyed by the
authors. At the core of these magical tutorials is the belief in one’s self. The theory is
that with enough motivation and self confidence anyone can aspire to his loftiest goals.
Public schools, the media, entertainers, and athletes keep putting forth the party line
that “you can be whatever you want to be”.

Joshua was about to embark on an enterprise that would present formidable
challenges. Forty years earlier his countrymen adamantly refused to embrace the
campaign citing the seeming invincibility of the adversaries that stood in the way of
victory.He had before him only one”How to Succeed” book-God’s Book! To its
truths,Joshua assiduiously applied his heart, soul, and mind and the guaranteed
success was granted.

It is to be understood that spiritual success is not measured by military triumphs or, in
the modern context, dollars and cents, social standing, or popularity. There is a far more
transcendent prosperity that the Lord has in mind for the students of His word. In this
temporal world we all will encounter successes and failures in varying degrees. We live
in an imperfect world and must not demand or expect a smooth journey. The Word of
God acquaints us with multiple illustrations of those who have fought to win the prize by
enduring failure,upset ,disappointment, and even untimely death.

Must I be carried to the skies on flow'ry beds of ease,
while others fought to win the prize,

and sailed thro' bloody seas?

Success in this world is a transitory, penultimate experience. Believers are not dazzled
by its ephemeral glitter.Even those who have achieved “great success” in this world are
often found lamenting that it did not bring the satisfaction that they thought that it would.
“Is That All There Is?” is their melancholic paean. Believers who meditate on the
promises of God will never fall for that devilish delusion. Proverbs 4:18: But the path of
the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.The
triumph is secure and the victory permanent. We shall enjoy His good success despite
whatever earthly dissappointments assail us.

Have a blessed week,

ad
infinitum


