
Snares 
 

They shall not dwell in thy land, lest they make thee sin against me: for if thou serve 
their gods, it will surely be a snare unto thee. 

Exodus 23:33 
 
Early in their journey from the bondage of Egypt, God delivered His preserving law to 
the Israelites from mount Sinai.  In this chapter He begins to describe to them how He 
will deliver the promised land to them through the defeat of their enemies in it.  
Accompanying these and other similar promises of deliverance are warnings about their 
attitude toward the inhabitants of Canaan, as they would be gradually driven out of the 
land by Israelites who would obey the Lord.  In this instance, yielding to temptation to 
serve the gods of their enemies marked for defeat is described as a snare.   
 
There are about seventy references to snares in the Bible.  The use of snares in that 
day was common enough that the picture would be effective.  For us today, there are 
probably few of us who have ever employed a snare.  We may gloss over this word as 
we read, yet we would do well to understand the spiritual illustration.  The snare is a 
unique trap that initially entangles the animal in a manner barely felt; yet, as it moves to 
release itself, the slip knot grasps more tightly around the animal’s leg.  Thus, as the 
bait lures the animal into a seemingly harmless position over the hidden snare, the 
animal is soon entrapping itself more securely as it strives to be released. 
 
The warning is still appropriate.  We should heed the historical account of the effects of 
the unconquered culture on the Israelites and realize that there was evidently much 
about the idolatrous practices of the Canaanites that was alluring and eventually 
entrapping.  The idols that surround us today may not be embodied in wood or stone, 
yet the danger of similar entrapment remains.  As our culture plunges into acceptance 
of sin and godlessness, we must be careful to view the world’s philosophies through the 
lens of God’s word and not through the snares of media and opinions of “nice folks.”  
These influences often insidiously seek to call evil good, and good evil (Isaiah 5:20).  
The world needs His light to see the way out of the snare.  We need to shine that light 
on the snares, both to avoid them ourselves and to help others escape them. 
 
 
 
 
   
  
 
 
 
 
  
 


