
As it is written in the law of Moses, all this evil is come upon us: yet made we not our
prayer before the LORD our God, that we might turn from our iniquities, and

understand thy truth.Daniel 9:13

Times of trouble should be met with deep introspection. Though not directly
responsible for the judgements that fell upon his nation,Daniel nobly adopts the plural
pronouns us,we and our when reflecting on the cause for the plight that had befallen
the captive nation.True intercession is characterized by vicarious identification with
the object of its petition.Our Savior "became sin for us who knew no sin" and " in all
things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful
and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins
of the people".

The perilous times in which we find ourselves calls for a similar admission.Before our
eyes we are witnessing the dissolution of the land of the free.This ruination has been
progressively corroding the moral fiber of a once resolutely Christian nation and "if the
foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous do?". Likewise, Daniel witnessed
the moral laxity of his time and lamented that in the face of such decline "we made not
our prayer before the Lord our God".The judgement came but not without warning.
Elĳah,Micaiah,Isaiah,Jeremiah,Ezekiel and a host of those who were valiant for the
truth gave out the rebuke and also with it, the remedy, but the warnings went
unheeded.

As Christians we may be able to argue that we are not directly guilty of the abortions,
the virulent sexual perversions, the rampant violence, the political corruption that has
brought the judgement of God upon us.But Christians must accept our responsibilities
as Daniel did his. We are the salt of the nation. Was it that our anemic prayer lives
and our effete evangelism has failed to turn men from their wicked ways? Could
judgment have been averted had we been more forward with our intercessions and
the understanding of the truth? Did it not grieve the heart of God in the days of Isaiah
when"He saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was no intercessor"?

These calamitous times must be met with determined, intercessory prayer. This is no
time for indolence nor for apathy. We have had this unique self-quarantine where so
many of our time consuming frivolities have been stripped away. We are left with the
luxury of free time to understand the truth, turn from our iniquities and make our
prayer before the Lord our God.

Have a blessed week,


