
Slackness 
 

And the whole congregation of the children of Israel assembled together at Shiloh, and 
set up the tabernacle of the congregation there. And the land was subdued before them.  

And there remained among the children of Israel seven tribes, which had not yet 
received their inheritance.  And Joshua said unto the children of Israel, How long are ye 
slack to go to possess the land, which the LORD God of your fathers hath given you? 

Joshua 18:1-3 
 
After years of battling the godless peoples of the land of Canaan, the Israelites under 
Joshua’s leadership had generally conquered the land and subdued their enemies, 
according to God’s promise and with His direction and enablement.  Joshua had done 
all that he had been commanded to lead God’s people to victory.  The land was now 
theirs as a nation.  Yet the detailed assignment and possession of the individual parcels 
for each tribe was still incomplete.  These remaining tribes were involved in and aware 
of the victory, but Joshua rebukes their slackness in appropriating the victory to their 
own accounts. 
 
Following the type, as the epistle to the Hebrews describes, Canaan land to Israel 
represents spiritual rest to the Christian people of God.  In the same way that God had 
given the land to Israel, so in Christ He has given the greater fulfillment of abundant life 
in the Spirit to the follower of Christ.  Jesus finished the conquest against sin and 
spiritual death in His death and resurrection.  The power of His resurrection not only 
gives us the promise of an eternal home in His glory, but also the power to know Him in 
our daily walk.  We should not be slack to possess the land of abundant spiritual living 
that the Lord God of our fathers has given us.  So the apostle says, if we live in the 
Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.  He is the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus, who has made 
us free from the law of sin and death that once captivated us when outside His promise.  
Let us not, as the seven tribes, simply say, “there’s the land, it’s ours,” and stop there.  
Let us instead possess the land of promise daily, as we lay hold on our eternal life that 
God will work in us both to will and do His good pleasure.   
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