
Fear and Comfort 
              
 

Then had the churches rest throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria, and were edified; and walking 
in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied. 

– Acts 9:31 – 
              
 

God’s truth, like His nature, is always double-edged.  We must condition our hearts to ever be 
aware of both His goodness and His severity. There is room to err to the right hand or to the 
left.  This fact should keep us in close contact and communion with Him in order to avoid 
Satan’s traps. 
 
The early churches in Judea, Galilee, and Samaria are a model of this happy discipline of 
balanced theological perspective.  They grew (in number, power, and influence) because of a 
wholistic understanding of the character of their Lord.  They did not live merely or exclusively in 
the doctrine of God’s grace, nor did they hold to a limited or isolated view of His austerity.  
Rather, they understood and appropriated the completeness of His nature.  They feared Him – 
showing Him reverence, subjecting their desires to His will, and submitting their “rights” to His 
authority.  They understood Solomon’s inspired exhortation, that the fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom. They humbly accepted that there can be no advancing or growth in grace 
without it.  Thus, by fearing the Lord, they aligned themselves with Heaven, thereby opening 
their hearts to receive an uninterrupted and limitless supply of His Spirit, Who generously 
shares His nature with His host, filling them with love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, meekness, temperance, and faith.  And if there can be no law against this, it is 
certain that the gates of hell must yield as well!   Hence, they were “multiplied.” 
  
What held true in the infant assemblies of the saints will prove the proper formula for today’s 
believers as well.  We must be mindful to walk in both the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of 
the Holy Ghost.  Our God owns the universe and has conquered the grave.  We dare not over-
familiarize Him.  He deserves our reverence and submission.  But He is not austere to hearts 
that hold Him in such esteem.  He delights to share the good pleasure of His countenance and 
the fullness of His Spirit with those that love Him for Who He is and what He has done.  This is 
the tried-and-true pathway to peace and growth, both individually and corporately.  Let us 
ensure that we strive to always stand in proper relation to our Lord. 
 

    -- D. Murcek 


