
We Shall Behold Him

Exodus 33:18,20: And he said, I beseech thee, shew me thy glory.
… And he said, Thou canst not see my face: for there shall no man
see me, and live.

The Lord has intentionally hid the ineffable glory of His countenance
from the eyes of man. Moses had dwelt in the effulgence of this glory
for forty days, but this must be understood to be in some diminished
fashion. The sun is always shining in its full radiance even though it
may be shrouded behind thick clouds. So we must assume that
though it be Moses on the mount, Jacob at Penuel’ or Isaiah at the
throne of heaven, they only saw the glory of God in some partial form.
God demands belief without seeing, which is the essence of faith. We
can only see through a “glass darkly” and that must suffice us until the
day of His revelation.

Now there was something delightsome in Moses’ divine encounter
that elicited his request to see the full glory of God. He had
experienced the exhilaration of standing in the partial presence of the
Almighty and his appetite was whetted for the full manifestation. What
unimaginable thrills and joy unspeakable greets those who pass on
into that unseen realm where angels adorn the halls of heaven with
ceaseless anthems of praise and all of the saints in antiphonal chorus
shout “Worthy is the Lamb”. How mundane our former life on earth will
seem when once we stand in His presence and absorb those
salubrious rays emitted from His glorious face.

Moses was denied his request, for he knew not for what he pled. The
Lord says to us, as He did to the waves,” Hitherto shalt thou come,
but no further! ”. There are metes and bounds which here and now
must be respected. Lucifer could not be satisfied with being a finite
created thing and so he sought to trespass where angels dare not
tread. There shall always remain a great gulf fixed between the
Creator and His creation for as long as we inhabit these clay vessels,
but Revelation 22:4 promises “And they shall see his face.”

We could end with no more apposite benediction than this most
ancient of all:

The LORD bless thee, and keep thee:
The LORD make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee:
The LORD lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace.

Have a blessed week,


