
God’s Overwhelmingly Marvelous Declaration 
              
 

No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, 
he hath declared him. 

– John 1:18 – 
              

 
Our text above is a summarizing statement, closing the prologue of the apostle’s gospel.  In his treatise on 
the person, character, and work of Christ, John categorically sets forth a unique perspective of the Savior, 
coinciding in many aspects with the synoptic writers, yet more distinctly focused upon the divinity of our 
Lord.  John’s gospel presents to us the Logos, the Word made flesh, dwelling among us, full of grace and 
truth. 
 
As a young Christian, I found John’s foundational title of Jesus – “the Word” of God – a puzzling one.  In 
search of clarification, I studied commentaries, consulted Philo, etc., all of which resulted in providing me but 
a vague understanding.  It was really this summary statement of John’s which, via meditation and 
dependence upon the Spirit for illumination, radically codified for me the depth of meaning in John’s 
introductory appellation of the Master. 
 
“He [Jesus] hath declared him [God].”  The Greek word translated “declared” could be transliterated 
“exegeted”.  In laymen’s terms, “explained”.  Jesus is the fullest, most comprehensive explanation of God’s 
thoughts and desires regarding humanity. 
 
If we were left to know God without the incarnation of Christ, we would forever possess but an oblique 
understanding of Him – a progressively painted canvas, never to be completed.  Does not the Old Testament 
show this to be true?  The heavens declare the glory of God and the firmament sheweth his handiwork, and 
yet, that simply substantiates that God is immense and intelligent.  The Law of Moses plainly sets forth the 
infinite chasm that separates sinful man from a holy God, and yet presents us with no way to adequately or 
permanently bridge that gap.  The inspired words of the prophets, though deep and wide, reveal God to man, 
but only incrementally so, and from a distance, leaving us hopeful for His mercies yet certain of His justified 
wrath.  Yes, we find in the Old Testament that God is holy, infinite, omnipotent, and just.  We understand 
that we are created in His image and after His likeness, but we are left wondering about his inmost thoughts 
about us individually and personally… 
 
When the second Person of the triune Godhead stepped out of eternity and into time, He did more than 
simply don the mantle of humanity.  He once and forever fused humanity with divinity.  He took not on Him 
the nature of angels.  He dwelt among us.  Jesus reveals to us the mind of God toward man, specifically that 
the thrice holy God of the universe loves us.  Mankind is more than merely accountable to Him – we are the 
precious focus of His deepest affections!  We are deserving of His wrath, but pre-qualified for His mercies.  
We are lost but being sought.  We are fallen, yet not forsaken.  Jesus is the Logos – the logic, the expression, 
the explanation to man – that God is seeking to restore and renew paradise for every heart that will listen 
and sovereignly receive Him.  And as many as receive Him, to them He gives the power to be transformed 
from the fallen sons of Adam into the very sons and daughters of God! 
 
Brethren – because of Jesus, we live in the daily reality that the God of the universe is our Father, His only 
begotten Son is our Friend, and His eternal Spirit is our resident Comforter and Guide. May we humbly yet 
confidently live today as sons and daughters of the Most High! 
 
 

-- DCM 


