
Simple faith 
 

Then Manoah intreated the LORD, and said, O my Lord, let the man of God which thou 
didst send come again unto us, and teach us what we shall do unto the child that shall 

be born. 
Judges 13:8 

 
The eleventh chapter of the epistle to the Hebrews lists a number of people in the Old 
Testament that exemplified faith that pleased God.  We could compare these and 
observe that they each exercised faith in different circumstances and in some cases to 
different degrees.  This man Manoah is not mentioned in that chapter.  However, his 
example of faith described here gave way to the birth of a son, Samson, who would also 
be a delivering judge of the Israelites.  When we examine the life of Samson in the book 
of Judges, it can make us wonder if the faith associated with his exploits against the 
Philistines that gives him a place in the Hebrews 11 catalog is his own, or that of his 
parents.  In this chapter, the miraculous birth of Samson is predicted by the angel of the 
Lord to Manoah’s barren wife when she is alone.  When she comes to tell Manoah the 
news of the encounter, he could have responded differently.  After so long a time, he 
could have already settled on remaining childless and being satisfied, much like others 
we meet in scripture.  In that case, he might have relegated his wife’s story to 
imagination due to distress.  Instead, he chooses to believe both his wife and the Lord, 
simply as a matter of fact.  He didn’t, like mighty Gideon a few chapters back, submit 
any tests about the word of the Lord.  Instead, he sets right out to find out his 
responsibility to fulfill the word that God has pronounced.  His prayer is not to have 
further revelation for added confirmation, but for his own ability to obey and fulfill the 
revealed word of God.  He believed the word of God, as delivered by the angel to his 
wife, and his simple faith wanted to know more about how to obey.  What an example 
for us, with the privilege of having God’s complete revealed word, to allow faith to 
complete a spirit of obedience and desire to fulfill that word. 
 


