
Assumption and Witness 
 

Therefore we said, Let us now prepare to build us an altar, not for burnt offering, nor for 
sacrifice:  But that it may be a witness between us, and you, and our generations after 
us, that we might do the service of the LORD before him with our burnt offerings, and 
with our sacrifices, and with our peace offerings; that your children may not say to our 

children in time to come, Ye have no part in the LORD. 
Joshua 22:26-27 

 
After the Lord had subdued the land of Canaan under the control of Joshua and the 
Israelites, the two and one-half tribes that had been given their land inheritance east of 
the Jordan river were given permission to return from the west side, after having 
assisted the other tribes in the war.  As they crossed the Jordan, they built on the east 
side a large facsimile of the altar in the Shiloh tabernacle.  This action was immediately 
misunderstood by the western tribes as a sign of rebellion against the worship of the 
Lord centered in the tabernacle on the west side.  Our text is part of the explanation 
given by the eastern tribes to the representatives sent by the western tribes to upbraid 
them and prepare them for possible civil war.  It was clearly a relief that their intent was 
just the opposite of that assumed by those on the west.  Instead, they desired to secure 
the opportunity for their progeny to continue to serve the one true God of all.   
 
Several lessons emerge from this account.  First, how sadly are we inclined to view the 
actions of others with an immediate assumption of ill intent.  At least in this instance the 
western tribes checked out their assumption before rushing to destructive action.  What 
a different outcome may have ensued without this assessment.  Let us as God’s people 
pursue the higher road of giving others the benefit of the doubt, instead of assuming the 
worst, and promote hopeful inquiry and dialogue to adjust unfounded perceptions.  Even 
in the face of ill intent, should we not hope and work for repentance and reconciliation?  
Finally, let us appreciate the function of a witness.  In whatever form they come, 
whether a large memorial as this one, or the smallest of tokens, or even the written 
word, they remind and convince us of promises made, mighty works of God or even 
man, and relationships secured and cemented in truth. 
 
 
  
 


