
Magnification 
 

And the LORD said unto Joshua, This day will I begin to magnify thee in the sight of all 
Israel, that they may know that, as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee. 

Joshua 3:7 
 
Magnification is a matter of perspective.  Thus, it can also be relative.  We use devices 
to magnify objects, so that they appear larger than they are in reality.  We often do this 
so that we can see them better, normally to capture or appreciate a noted feature, at 
times for a particular purpose.  We also use words to magnify things, thoughts, places, 
and persons.  This may be to make them appear larger, or more significant, than they 
are in reality, or it may also be to make them appear as large as they really are relative 
to the hearer’s perception.  In the case of our text, God used neither a magnifying 
device nor words to accomplish His stated purpose of magnifying Joshua.  He instead 
used an event – the miraculous parting of the Jordan river, so that the Israelite nation 
could cross on dry ground.  It is notable that the LORD described the relative nature of 
this magnification; it was in the sight of all Israel.  Joshua’s place and purpose in the 
Israelite nation would be perceived differently by them, yet before God he would 
continue to be the same man. 
 
An important aspect of this event was Joshua’s perspective.  He was magnified by the 
LORD in the sight of the people, but he did not magnify himself, neither before the 
people nor God.  Evidence of this is seen in the immediate context, as well as 
throughout the historical account in this book.  We see in the context of the chapter no 
mention by Joshua to the people of his own expectation for this new view.  He simply 
allowed God to do as He said He would.  On the other hand, we see in verse 10 that, in 
preparation for the event, Joshua himself magnifies God: “the living God is among you, 
and that he will without fail drive out from before you the Canaanites.”  Later in verse 13 
he describes beforehand the event to be done by “the LORD, the Lord of all the earth.”  
With these words, Joshua brings the person of Jehovah into proper relative perspective, 
not making Him greater than in reality, but in fact confirming the reality of His greatness 
for the people.  Thus, we see a key to true humility exemplified by Joshua, such that 
when God magnifies him, he retains the real perspective, and rightly magnifies the 
LORD.  May we follow this example and follow the admonition to “humble yourselves in 
the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up” (James 4:10). 
 
 


