
Freely give 
 

Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have 
received, freely give. 

Matthew 10:8 
 
Jesus gave this command as He specifically called twelve of His disciples, equipped 
them, and commissioned them as apostles.  As disciples, they were followers.  This 
does not mean merely that they followed Him around wherever He went, but that by 
doing so they learned and sought to apply what He taught.  It is evident that many were 
following Jesus at this point, attempting to similarly apply His teachings.  But as He had 
specifically called these twelve, as is recorded of some of them, with the command 
“follow me,” He now has called them and given them a new command to “go and 
preach.”  Hence, they are now called the twelve apostles, which means those who are 
sent as His representatives.  Just as Jesus and the Father had authenticated His own 
ministry with miraculous works, He gives these apostles His authority over spirits and 
sickness, which would identify the works that they performed to be His works, not theirs.  
And to qualify His purpose in gifting them with this authority, He reminds them that they 
are to distribute these gifts as freely as He had given to them.  They were not to 
selectively distribute them, but to freely share with all to whom they were sent. 
 
After His resurrection, Jesus would again commission the eleven remaining apostles to 
go and teach all nations to observe all things that He had commanded them (Matthew 
28:19-20).  Thus, the preaching of the gospel is perpetuated through all who will 
obediently follow.  As the early gospel preaching of the apostles was authenticated with 
miraculous authority, so the preaching of the gospel continues to be authenticated with 
the record of that authority in the Bible.  In some instances, God may choose to further 
confirm His word with miraculous works.  In any case, the main command is to preach 
the gospel, and the accompanying command still applies.  As God has provided spiritual 
gifts to men for the preaching of the gospel (Romans 12, I Corinthians 12, Ephesians 4), 
these confirming gifts are to be shared as freely as they have been distributed by Him.  
So as we exercise His gifts for proclaiming the good news, let us not be selective, but 
freely give to all what has been freely given. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 


