
Apotheosis

And the people gave a shout, saying, It is the voice of a god, and not of a
man. Acts 12:22:

I am certain that most of us look at ourselves as being rather insignificant. We
tend to assess our impact upon the world around us as being imperceptible, if
not entirely inconsequential. Our perspective is skewed by the perverse way
in which lives are evaluated in our modern culture. We have fabricated a
fallacious definition of greatness and have devalued any life that falls short of
that false standard.

Although Alexander “the Great” was not the first human to receive divine
honors, his self-deification set an example for Hellenistic kings, Roman
emperors, and other rulers including our own. Visible through the oculus of the
dome in the rotunda of the United States Capitol Building one may gaze 180
feet above and behold The Apotheosis of Washington. This art work
unabashedly portrays George Washington presiding as chief above six pagan
deities. It is a vain, if not blasphemous, attempt to elevate a man in honor of
the greatness of his achievements.It is impossible to determine how
Washington would have reacted to the fresco since it was painted in 1865, but
far too many political saviors become intoxicated with power and are loath to
forbid such public adulation.Outwardly they may demur but inwardly they
relish the effusive worship.

Our text describes the reaction of the commoners who, by exalting King
Agrippa ,vicariously transformed their own mundaneness. Often there is a
kinetic energy that is conveyed through the megalomaniac to his adoring
acolytes. That old serpentine lie “ye shall be as gods” is a beguiling
temptation.

In light of this the Bible repeatedly asserts that the Lord has no patience with
lesser gods. “Thou shalt have no other gods before me”, be it silver, stone,
plaster or flesh and blood. How comforting to know the the Good Shepherd
“putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him:
for they know his voice. And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from
him: for they know not the voice of strangers.”

Have a blessed week,


