
The   House   of   our   Pilgrimage  

Thy   statutes   have   been   my   songs   in   the   house   of   my   pilgrimage,  

Psalm   119:   54  

The   past   century   has   brought   many   changes   to   our   world.   With   the   development   of   modern  
transportation   people   have   become   more   transient   in   both   their   vocation   as   well   as   their   leisure   time.  
Because   of   business   and   job   opportunities,   populations   have   shifted   throughout   many   regions   of   our  
country.   This   phenomenon   stands   in   contrast   to   the   past   century   when   most   people   never   traveled   very  
far   from   their   origins.    But   whether   we   have   chosen   to   relocate   or   opted   for   our   entire   lifetime   to   stay   in  
the   same   city,   as   Christians   we   must   remember   that   we   are   merely   pilgrims   in   a   strange   land.  

At   our   conversion   we   become   citizens   of   a   heavenly   country   and   now   we   are   strangers   traveling   through  
this   life.   We   must   remember   that   our   physical   house   and   our   fleshly   body   are   temporary   dwellings.   Being  
strangers   in   a   foreign   land,   we   often   become   weighed   down   with   the   burdens   of   this   life.   As   evil   men  
wax   worse   and   worse,   external   peace   and   securities   diminish.   Newscasts   are   filled   with   distressing  
events   of   violence   and   corruption   and   problems   with   seemingly   no   solutions.   The   void   that   is   created   by  
the   loss   of   Christianity’s   influence   is   replaced   with   the   carnal   wisdom   of   secularism   that   is   only   capable  
of   spawning   more   evil.   Cultural   decay   has   weakened   long-standing   boundaries   that   served   as  
safeguards   for   our   national   and   personal   wellbeing.   Gender   identity   has   become   extremely   confused,  
recreational   drug   use   is   being   legalized,   and   the   remaining   governing   laws   are   disregarded.   No   wonder  
the   Bible   tells   us   that   we   are   pilgrims   and   strangers   in   this   world!  

It   is   this   troubled   world   to   which   God   has   called   us   to   be   ambassadors   who   represent   a   heavenly  
kingdom.   Along   the   way   God   has   given   us   resources   to   help   us   overcome   the   pressures   of   this   life.   The  
indwelling   of   His   Spirit,   the   light   of   His   Word,   and   the   fellowship   of   His   saints   are   to   help   us   as   we   travel  
through   this   foreign   land.   Today’s   verse   reminds   us   that   the   psalmist   had   a   song   in   his   heart   that  
emanated   from   God’s   word.   The   cheerful   heart   that   is   energized   by   the   songs   of   Zion   can   help   us   to   rise  
above   conforming   to   the   world.   Hiding   the   Word   in   our   heart   helps   us   not   to   sin   against   God   and   also  
reminds   us   that   we   are   marching   to   Zion.   Let   us   keep   singing   as   we   march!  
~    J.   Ekis  

 

 


