
Pressing On 

… forgetting those things that are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are 

before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.        

Philippians 3:13,14   

 It has been said that it is better to aim for the stars and come short than to aim for nothing and 

get it. A person who dedicates themselves to perfecting a skill may never accomplish their 

desired level of achievement, yet through their dedication and effort they still will have gained 
some level of improvement. As believers, we each have a different path that God has willed for 

us to travel, yet our most important goal should be the same. As the apostle Paul said, we 
should be pressing toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 

Looking back to the time of our conversion, we should remember the relief we felt after being 

delivered from the guilt of our sin and the joy of having a new life in Christ. It would have been 

easy to stay in that spiritually infant stage enjoying our newfound faith and having little sense 

of spiritual responsibilities; but the Lord had plans for us to grow in His grace. The lessons we 
learned at that time would serve us well as we moved upward through the incremental steps of 

spiritual maturity. As important as each of those lessons were, they would not be enough to 

carry us through the rest of our earthly pilgrimage. New lessons, new experiences, and new 
blessings designed by God would be necessary to help us conform to His image.  If we were to 

coast on the memories of past lessons learned and past blessings received, we would 
eventually stop moving upward. Paul’s example was to not only move on past his sinful life 

before conversion, but also not to stagnate by resting on the laurels of what the Lord 
accomplished through him. With heaven as the ultimate goal, he also leaned into being 

crucified with Christ and allowing the Lord to work out God’s perfect will in his life.  

The cry of John the Baptist should also be ours: He must increase and I must decrease as we 
press toward the mark of the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. Press on today! 
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