
Fringe benefits 
 

Speak unto the children of Israel, and bid them that they make them fringes in the 
borders of their garments throughout their generations, and that they put upon the fringe 

of the borders a ribband of blue:   
And it shall be unto you for a fringe, that ye may look upon it, and remember all the 

commandments of the LORD, and do them; and that ye seek not after your own heart 
and your own eyes, after which ye use to go a whoring:   

That ye may remember, and do all my commandments, and be holy unto your God. 
Numbers 15:38-40 

 
There are many things that we all must remember on some periodic basis, and we 
probably all have different kinds of reminders to help us.  It seems that the older we get, 
there is more to remember, and we have less capacity to do so.  We also understand 
that some things are more important to remember than others.  We had better 
remember to pay the electric bill each month if we would continue to enjoy the pleasure 
of lights, appliances, etc.  Some have important medications that must be remembered 
daily to maintain health.  So we may use notes to ourselves, signs, electronic 
reminders, or other modern amenities to make sure we take care of priority tasks.   
 
God who made us knows our need for reminders, and here He gives the Israelites a 
curious command to create a specific reminder.  They were to attach these fringes with 
blue ribbands to their outer garment, which would typically be white, to evidently stand 
out and grab their attention, as a reminder of their privilege as God’s people to know the 
commandments of the Lord and to do them.  We can observe as we read of their 
experiences in these books that, even though the Israelites had seen many mighty 
works of the Lord, they were quick to forget.  Psalm 106 rehearses a litany of examples 
of this problem.  This constant reminder, connected right to their garment that they wore 
every day, would be a help for their spiritual well-being, and therefore life in general, if 
they would heed it. 
 
In this New Testament time, as the people of God, we have been given a reminder in an 
even closer place than our garment.  We live in the fulfilment of Jeremiah’s prophecy 
that God would write his law “in their hearts” (Jeremiah 31:33; Hebrews 8:10).  This we 
enjoy through the blessed indwelling Holy Spirit, who is promised to bring what He has 
said to the remembrance of His disciples (John 14:26).  As we daily put on our 
garments, let us remember that He has clothed us with the garment of salvation, and 
pay attention to the call of His Spirit to hear and heed His words.  There is no greater 
priority or privilege. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


