
Will of the Gentiles or the Will of God 

For the time past of our life may suffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles… 

1Peter 4:3 

As long as we have contact with people, we will always be subject to the power of influence. 

Family, friends, school, work, and church are just a few of the areas where conversations, ideas, 

and examples are shared. Some influences are deliberately exercised, while others are 

transferred more subtly. We all entered a world that has been corrupted since the fall of man, 

and blindness to the ways of God has spread throughout the earth. Mankind’s exercising of their 

self-will has affected and influenced toward a way of life that caters to the carnal nature. Today’s 

text refers to it as the will of the Gentiles. This will of the Gentiles is so ingrained in our culture 

that outrageous behavior is accepted as normal. People who refuse to conform to the will of the 

Gentiles are viewed as strange and often maligned. This lifestyle promises temporary pleasure to 

the flesh, but eventually leads to heartache, broken relationships, lack of peace and 

contentment, physical ailments, and a host of other problems. 

God sent His son into this fallen creation to give His life for sinful man, and also to deliver us from 

the all-pervading corrupting influence of this present evil world. God is not willing that any should 

perish, but that all should come to repentance; and by repenting, we take the first step on the 

pathway of doing the will of God. The scriptures teach that God has a perfect will for all us. By 

not conforming to the influences of this world and allowing ourselves to be influenced by the 

Lord we are able to find true purpose in this life.  Immersing ourselves in His word will nourish 

our soul, and also shed light on the path our feet are to travel. Proverbs tells us that if we walk 

with wise men their wisdom can affect us. As we begin doing His will, His plan starts to unfold 

before us, and as we follow His path by faith our path shines more and more until that perfect 

day.  

By being delivered from the will of the Gentiles we are now free to submit to the will of the Lord. 

May we delight to do His will today.  
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