
Praying Like Daniel 
              
 

O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord, hearken and do; defer not, for thine own sake, O my God: for thy 
city and thy people are called by thy name. 

– Daniel 9:19 – 
              
 
 

We learn it in the earliest days of Sunday School – “Dare to be a Daniel”.  This prophet’s most 
recounted legacy amongst the people of God is his courageous defiance of the conspiracy-
borne order denying the right to petition anyone but King Darius, the punishment of the Lion’s 
Den that ensued, and God’s miraculous deliverance of His faithful servant.  But it is chapter nine 
of Daniel that lifts the veil for us as to why this man was greatly beloved and entrusted with 
God’s power, presence, and purposes. 
 
Bold Daniel was a man of prayer, indeed.  A life of faithfulness in this high calling had taught 
him how to gain heaven’s attention.  He understood how to engage Jehovah.  A careful reading 
and meditation upon Daniel’s prayer in chapter nine (which is highly recommended as part of 
this devotional) reveals a heart that loves his nation, despises its sin, and fears and reveres its 
God.  He adores the Almighty, rehearsing both His character and His covenant, yet he dares not 
counsel Him.  In humility and contrition, he identifies with the nation – “we have sinned”, “unto 
us belong confusion of faces”, “neither have we obeyed”.  And by so doing, he helplessly casts 
himself and his people before the Lord, earnestly beseeching His mercies, yet standing upon the 
sure and steadfast ground of God’s promises, jealous for His glory – “for thy city and thy people 
are called by Thy name.”  
 
Much of our praying never reaches beyond the ceiling because it is more instruction that 
supplication.  We often tell God what we want, when we want it, and how we want it 
accomplished.  Even when the petition is for someone else or for something right and good, we 
have a tendency to “advise” God why it would be good for Him to listen to us about this matter.   
This is not prayer.  Engaging heaven requires honest humility and contrition.  We must own our 
smallness.  We must confess our sins.  We must revere our Lord.  When we do so, our hearts 
can then resign to His will.  And when in that posture of spirit, as children looking toward their 
Father, we can secure heaven-blessed earnestness to our petitions, Spirit-borne direction in our 
requests, and large and wonderful answers from our God who stands ready to do exceedingly 
above all that we could ask or think when we ask in Christ’s name. 
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