
Religion 
 

Then said Micah, Now know I that the LORD will do me good, seeing I have a Levite to 
my priest. 

Judges 17:13 
 
The confident statement uttered by Micah in this text exemplifies the overwhelming 
capacity of man to deceive himself in complete arrogance.  In the context of this 
chapter, every statement made by someone concerning the Lord reveals their 
ignorance of His character and law.  In the midst of the chapter, the editing writer of the 
book of Judges feels the need to pause and remind the reader that “in those days there 
was no king in Israel, but every man did that which was right in his own eyes.”  We find 
Micah filling his house with idols, mixing with them an ephod, perhaps modeled after 
some vague notion about the true tabernacle in Shiloh, and setting apart his own son to 
be “his priest.”  He apparently learned some of this from the example of his mother, who 
earlier had the notion that molten images could be dedicated to the Lord.  Thus, we see 
the state of the nation in those days, as they had drifted with each generation a little 
further from the absolute truth revealed by the only true God at Sinai, by mingling that 
truth with more of the lying deceptions of those nations that surrounded or remained 
among them in the land of promise.  Micah’s statement reveals not only his own 
ignorance of the truth, but also that of the Levite, who ought to have known better, yet 
obliged him in his perverted idolatrous practice. 
 
And what parallels have we today, when the true faith of Jesus Christ, once delivered to 
the saints by His apostles, has been generationally mixed with all sorts of human 
concoctions of religion.  Although the idols may have changed, they seem to be 
morphing back to the original idol offered to Eve in the garden – the god of self.  A 
mixture of notions and symbols of Christendom along with pantheism and human 
psychology will no more commend man to God than will the idolatry of Micah.  The 
admixture of man’s notions of religion with God’s revealed truth will inevitably melt down 
into an abominable stew that will poison its adherents.  Let us heed the warning of the 
author of this book, along with those of the New Testament, and seek to be lovers and 
disciples of the truth revealed by the incorruptible word of God. 
 


