
A Perfect Heart Corrupted

Then spake Solomon… Let your heart therefore be perfect with the
LORD our God, to walk in his statutes, and to keep his

commandments, as at this day.I Kings 8:12,61

For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned
away his heart after other gods: and his heart was not perfect with the
LORD his God, as was the heart of David his father.I Kings 11:4

David once posed the rhetorical question “How are the mighty fallen?”.
His son could have furnished the answer! How many are they that
have begun well only to fall by some besetting sin. Solomon is a case
study in apostasy. Less than three chapters trace the steps of a man of
God first standing at the zenith of his power, attributing his successes
to his obedient walk of righteousness, to, at the last, the dissolution of
that same man plunging to the nadir of despair and shame.Solomon
would have been wise indeed to have heeded his own advice.

Paul lamented that the Galatians who had begun well were somehow
spirited off into legalism. “Ye did run well; who did hinder you that ye
should not obey the truth?Galatians 5:7 ” Sadly, we all have felt that
demonic tug at the heart to deny our Lord and return to a life that
brought nothing but misery and mortification. The devil is relentless in
his reenlistment campaign. In 1758, as a 22 year old pastor,Robert
Robinson penned theses lines:

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it
Prone to leave the God I love

Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it
Seal it for Thy courts above

The Bible is a unique volume in that it records the noble achievements
as well as the abysmal failures of all of its heroes. This is done for our
welfare. We have the privileged advantage to learn from their
missteps. “ Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples:
and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the
world are come. I Corinthians 10:11” So then let us follow the sage
advice of the first verse and thus avert the tragedy of the second.

Have a blessed week,


