
The Maid and the Captain      

Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man, but he 

was a leper. 

2Kings 5:1 

There are different ways to study the Bible. One way is to apply the scriptures to our everyday 

life by contrasting the people from Biblical accounts. Moses and Pharaoh, David and Goliath, 

Elijah and Ahab are just a few.  

In today’s text we read of the great captain of the Syrian army Naaman and the little unnamed 

captive maid. Naaman is described as being a captain of the host of the King of Syria, a great 

man with his master, honourable, victorious, and a mighty man of valour. With all of these 

accolades and accomplishments you would think one would be satisfied, but he had one 

nagging problem… he was a leper. His leprosy would rob him of health, close companionship, 

satisfaction of accomplishments, and eventually life itself. Verse 2 of Chapter 5 tells us of 

someone who appears to be at the opposite end of life’s social spectrum - a little maid who 

waited on Naaman’s wife and was among the captives of Israel living in a strange land, but she 

knows the God of Israel and His prophet Elisha. Though her prospects in this life would seem to 

be very dim, the fact that she knew Jehovah provided her with an enduring hope for the future.  

In today’s world there are many people like Naaman - successful, possessing wealth and 

position, but their ability to enjoy all of life’s pleasures is diminished when their lives are 

affected with the leprosy of sin. One cannot fully enjoy all the comforts of this life with the 

absence of a relationship with God, and the knowledge that their life will be shortened, as well 

as their uncertainty of eternal life. On the other hand, people of faith, like the little maid who 

waited on Naaman’s wife, have a confidence that there is a God who is involved in the affairs of 

His children and He has the power to remedy their problems.  

This account reveals that there is hope for all men for we see that Naaman’s life is eventually 

impacted by the God of Israel. As for the little maid, though unnamed in this account, her name 

is known in heaven. Today, no matter what our circumstances, we can rejoice if our names are 

written there as well.  
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