
Work with purpose 
 

And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to 
keep it. 

Genesis 2:15 
 
In this expanded account of the details of God’s creation, after He formed man of the 
dust of the ground and made him a living soul, then planted the garden in Eden, we see 
here that He put him into the garden for a purpose.  The purpose was to dress and keep 
the garden.  God’s purpose for man from the outset of creation was to work.  And the 
work was not just to keep him busy, but, as stated in the next verse, to provide his food.  
Adam was permitted to eat the fruit of all the trees that he kept, except for one.  It is 
important to observe that this occurred in chapter 2, before man’s disobedience in 
chapter 3 brought the curse that would affect his work and make it difficult and tiresome.  
From this some erroneously conclude that work is a curse upon man.  So we often see 
and hear mankind complaining about the curse of work.  But the result of the curse was 
not work itself.  God gave man purpose in work before the curse ever came to make it 
difficult.  Even Solomon, among his sour and bitter complaints about his perceived 
vanities of this life, had to stop and recognize the gift of God in giving mankind the 
privilege of work and its resulting benefits:  “it is good and comely for one to eat and to 
drink, and to enjoy the good of all his labour…this is the gift of God.” (Ecclesiastes 5:18-
19)  As believers and servants of God and of others, we ought to remember this 
principle and, instead of being infected by the complaining spirit that may pervade our 
workplace, be infectiously thankful and rejoice in the purpose that God has ordained for 
our daily work.  “And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; 
knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the 
Lord Christ.” (Colossians 3:23-24) 
 
  
 
 
 


