
 Fixed Focus 

 While we look not at things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for 
 the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal 

 2 Corinthians 4:18 

 Paying close attention to details and focusing are important disciplines that serve us well 
 both in our vocations and daily life. From the neurosurgeon to the auto mechanic, 
 focusing on the task at hand is necessary for a successful outcome. Being distracted has 
 many, and often negative, implications. It is also important to prioritize our focus of 
 regarding what is essential and non-essential. 

 Today’s verse emphasizes the importance of the eternal and its difference when 
 compared to the temporal. As Christians, our faith brought us to the Savior whom we 
 had never seen, and it is by that same faith that we are to walk out our earthly 
 pilgrimage.  Along life’s journey there are many temporal things capable of catching our 
 attention and demanding time and service from us. Though temporal things can serve a 
 purpose, they were never meant to be the center of our attention.  Jobs, houses, cars, 
 schedules, activities, and a host of other things occupy us every day; yet they should 
 play a lesser role when compared to eternal endeavors. It is important to consider and 
 compare the eternal with the temporal in each daily situation as they occur. When 
 severe tests and temptations arise in our life causing unwelcomed pressure, it helps to 
 remember that tests can serve the purpose of strengthening our faith, but it also helps to 
 remember that tests and trials are merely temporary. Focusing on the unseen eternal 
 things keeps us spiritually grounded and can serve to enable us to escape the temporary 
 allurements that divert us from the narrow way. When the Lord Jesus and His promise 
 of heaven come into focus, our view of the temporary entrapments becomes keener and 
 the attraction less intense. Seeing the true value of eternal things helps us to commit to 
 laying up treasure in heaven, where neither moth and rust doth corrupt, and where 
 thieves break through and steal. 

 Solomon with his inspired wisdom wrote:  The way of life is above to the wise.  May our 
 focus in life reflect our eternal destiny, as we travel this ephemeral earth.        ~J. Ekis 


