
For Solomon? 
 

Yea, all kings shall fall down before him: all nations shall serve him. 
Psalm 72:11 

 
The superscription on this Psalm in our English Bibles reads A Psalm for Solomon. In 
accordance with this, it serves as a prayer of David describing his hopes for his regent 
heir.  So, much described in this psalm can be seen historically in the accounts of 
Solomon’s reign.  Yet in some instances, as in our text, the descriptions stretch beyond 
the immediate son of king David, and prophetically picture, as David’s psalms often do, 
the Son and King who would ultimately fulfill God’s covenant with David for a Messianic 
kingdom.  Although Solomon had an abundance of trading and treaties with many 
rulers, as predicted in verse ten, his reach did not extend to all kings and all nations as 
in our text, literally describing the supernal reign of Christ. 
 
The king’s judgment is spoken of in a positive light in the beginning verses (vv. 1-4), 
alluding to Solomon’s keen insight in judgment.  How much more shall the Son of God 
judge righteously in His kingdom and bring justice and goodness to the poor and 
oppressed (vv. 12-14).  This righteous beneficence seems to also be the motivator of 
the rulers who will serve him, as opposed to simply a military response, based on the 
contextual juxtaposition.  As His people looking forward to His coming, we should not 
view His judgments negatively, but rejoice that His judgment and justice will ultimately 
prevail (see Revelation 19:1-2) and bring righteousness. 
 
Solomon’s peaceful and vast dominion and long reign are also predicted (vv. 7-8), yet 
the culminating description (v. 17) most appropriately applies to Christ, where both His 
eternal reign and name are announced, as well as the eternal blessing that His 
presence will bring to all nations.  So much is the “greater than Solomon” seen in this 
psalm, that its conclusion rightly equates His blessing with the blessing of the LORD 
God of Israel, whose name and glory will bless the whole earth in that day when the 
Davidic covenant is totally fulfilled, and every knee shall bow and every tongue shall 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father (Philippians 2:10-11). 
   
 
 
  
 
 


