
The Inscrutable, Knowable God 
              
 

Lo, these are parts of his ways: but how little a portion is heard of him? but the thunder of his power who can 
understand? 
– Job 26:14 – 

              
 
 

Skeptics love to mock the Bible.  They ignorantly assert that it is filled with contradictions.  What their foolish 
hearts and pride-intoxicated intellects refuse to see and cannot ascertain is the dichotomous nature of the 
Scriptures.  The Bible is a sharp two-edged sword.  For every facet of truth, there is an equal and opposite 
aspect to the verity.  And the Word of God is such precisely because of the God of the Word.  As we 
accumulate our knowledge of the inspired utterance of the Holy Ghost regarding the character and working 
of the Godhead, we find that every characteristic of the divine nature owns a counter-balancing attribute 
that leaves us in awe of the august Creator of all things. 
 
The God of the Bible – the God of our salvation – is inscrutable.  This means it is impossible to define or 
search out His essence.  He is transcendent to His creation – possessing a complete “otherness”, making Him 
incomparable to anything created.  All of this is difficult to grasp, but when rightly received, the Bible makes 
it abundantly clear that God is (and must be) incomprehensible.   
 
The inscrutable nature of God is not only proclaimed in our text from Job but also well-substantiated 
throughout the Scriptures. The psalmist tells us in inspired worship that God’s greatness is unsearchable 
(Psalm 145:3).  Isaiah reminds us that God’s ways and thoughts are infinitely higher than our own (Isaiah 
55:9).  And after explaining but a minute portion of His plan for mankind, both Jew and Gentile, the Apostle 
Paul surrenders his intellect and exultantly exclaims, “Oh the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!” (Romans 11:33).   
 
But the marvelous and sublime paradox is that this incomprehensible, transcendent, inscrutable God has 
made Himself known and ever more knowable to mankind.  Isaiah encourages men to seek God, and plainly 
declares that He can be found (Isaiah 55:6).  Jeremiah tells us that the righteous and redeemed can glory in 
the fact that “he knoweth and understandeth” God (Jeremiah 9:24).   Proverbs reminds us that 
understanding stems from the knowledge of the Holy [One] (Proverbs 30:3).  And Paul summarizes the 
Christian experience as a ceaseless quest to “know Him [more], and the power of his resurrection, and the 
fellowship of his sufferings…” (Philippians 3:10). 
 
These are not contradictions, but contradistinctions.  In His absolute essence, man can never 
comprehend the inscrutable Sovereign of the universe.  Yet in relation to His loving pursuit to restore 
man to his intended position, that Sovereign has condescended to make Himself not only searchable, 
but knowable through Jesus Christ.  He is not only incomprehensible, but in Christ is both available and 
apprehensible to sinners.  And God is more than transcendent, proving at Calvary that He is desirous of 
intimate and ongoing fellowship with each individual member of Adam’s fallen race. 
 
Let us rejoice again today in the remarkable chasm bridged by our Redeemer and stand in awe of our 
inscrutable yet knowable God! 
 
 
 

    -- Dan Murcek 


