
Avoiding Traps 
A prudent man foreseeth evil, and hideth himself; but the simple pass on and are 

punished. Proverbs 22:3 
The animal kingdom has many beautiful and curious creatures. Some can be 
brought into our homes and domesticated, others because of their size or potential 
danger should only be observed from a position of safety. An interesting statistic 
concerning one of the more dangerous members of the reptile family is that most 
people who are bitten by venomous snakes are bitten after they have seen the 
snake.  In other words, they allow themselves to get too close when observing the 
snake. This statistic is consistent with certain biblical truths. 
 

The wisdom we can glean from today’s text is applicable in many situations of 
everyday life. Spiritually speaking, there are many potential traps the devil sets for 
us so that he might diverge our path from following Christ. In this verse, to be 
prudent means to be spiritually cunning as to the many potential dangers there are 
along our heaven-ward journey. A state of vigilance and the ability to see traps 
from a safe distance helps us to circumvent the danger and continue on through the 
strait gate. King David’s great sin with Bathsheba is a glaring illustration of one 
who ignored the distant warning and chose the wrong path which brought much 
heartache to his life. If we look beyond all the false promises that temptation offers 
and instead draw from the Lord’s strength to reject our sinful curiosity before sin’s 
temptation gets too close to harm us, then we will continue our journey unimpeded. 
Each time we do this we gain spiritual strength and wisdom to foresee and avoid 
the next snare before us. Satan knows our areas of vulnerability and seeks to 
exploit them by attracting our attention from a distance in hope of drawing us 
closer to the trap he has set. It is easier to resist the pull of temptation while still at 
a distance than it is to allow ourselves to get closer to its potentially overwhelming 
power. 
 

Prayer: Dear Lord, please guide my steps this day to fulfill your will in my life. 
Please give me the wisdom to recognize any trap the devil has set, that I might hide 
myself in the safety of your presence. In Jesus Name, Amen. - JDE 
 


