
Slow of Heart 
              
 

Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken… 
– Luke 24:25 – 

              
 

The Bible decries many general tendencies of the fallen human heart. It is good for us to 
continually re-acquaint ourselves and meditate upon these inspired warnings in a personal 
fashion, for the same propensities exist in all of us, whether young or old, man or woman, 
newborn or seasoned saint.  Even in believers, the heart is deceitful above all things (Jer. 17:9), 
frequently divided (Ps. 86:11), easily disquieted (Ps. 38:8), prone to doubt (Mk. 11:23), and 
even at times, hard (Mk. 16:14).  On the road to Emmaus, Jesus gave us yet another divine 
perspective into the human heart in His conversation with His two sorrowful disciples – its 
slowness to believe. 
 
We can be sure that our brethren who witnessed the crucifixion of our Lord would have wanted 
nothing more than to trust that He was somehow still alive.  They had heard His clear teachings 
on the subject many times over the last three years.  But three days had now elapsed since 
Calvary’s awful events and the certitude of His death had eclipsed any recollection of the 
promise of His resurrection.  Despite the sure words of the Old Testament prophets as well as 
the personal teaching of the Lord Himself, as far as they were concerned, Jesus was irrevocably 
deceased.  Their belief in His Messiahship seemed now more of a wishful fantasy than a real 
hope.  Unfortunately, they had unwittingly yet egregiously erred by promoting their 
comprehension of immediately credible facts above the sure promises of their Master and the 
settled Word of God.  They were walking by sight and not by faith.  
 
We can surely identify with these disciples, for are we not often guilty of the same slowness of 
heart to believe?  We live in increasingly dark days.  The devil seems to be advancing his agenda 
and wielding his influence in all strata of humanity.  “God is dead” is no longer just an ivory-
tower idea from the insane minds of nihilistic academics but has become the burgeoning motto 
of large masses of everyday men and women.  It can feel like Satan is actually winning.  We can 
sense his pressure.  We can smell the brimstone.  But wait a moment – do we not also hear our 
Lord’s whisper within? “O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken.”  What things?  The fields are white, the devil has but a short time, Christ is King, and 
He is returning soon to trample Satan under His feet.  Let us take heart and return to the things 
we know to be true by faith, quickening our hearts, and communing with our Lord.  Then we 
will find the strength again to boldly live in the power of His resurrection and advance His cause 
until He comes! 
 
 
 

    -- D. Murcek 


