
This Present Time  

For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the 

glory which shall be revealed in us. 

Romans 8:18  

 The events recorded in the Bible help guide us in this present day to live according to God’s 

plan; and they also give us an eternal hope for the future.  At this moment we are each an 

eternal soul that lives in a temporal earthly tabernacle. Because of this condition, it is 

sometimes difficult to grasp the reality of eternity.  We relate to time, we measure time, we 

schedule time, and yet our God is timeless and he operates from the realm of eternity. Our 

loving Lord is concerned about and meets our daily needs, yet His greatest interest is in our 

eternal well-being.  

Today’s text reminds us that suffering is part of our earthly experience. The book of Job affirms 

this by saying that “man born of woman is of few days and full of trouble”.  The sufferings of 

this present time have caused some to doubt God’s love or even His existence.  It would seem 

that much disillusionment and questioning occur due to suffering because we can only see it 

from our earthly perspective. In the midst of intense and severe suffering it may be difficult to 

understand that God describes our affliction as light and only for a moment when compared 

with eternal joy. Though we are not able to see or comprehend the indescribable wonders of 

heaven in that moment in our life, if we perceive by faith the magnitude of those wonders it 

can help to ease the pain of the greatest of trials. All of us experience this in less intense 

circumstances of our lives. Because of the passing of time or when our situation has improved, 

we can sometimes laugh at past painful experiences. The Bible illustrates this in John 16 when 

Jesus says that a woman in travail hath sorrow, because her hour is come; but as soon as she is 

delivered of the child, she remembers no more the anguish, for joy that a man is born into the 

world.  

For the moment our lives are going to have their painful struggles; but there is coming a day 

when time will be no more and the Lord will make all the crooked things straight as the former 

things pass away. Till that glorious day, it is comforting to know that suffering is just for this 

present time. 
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