
A Faithful Messenger 
              
 

But after long abstinence Paul stood forth in the midst of them, and said, Sirs, ye should have hearkened 
unto me, and not have loosed from Crete, and to have gained this harm and loss.  And now I exhort you 

to be of good cheer; for there shall be no loss of any man’s life among you… 
– Acts 27:21-22 – 

              
 
 

In the days preceding our conversion, did we not find ourselves in such a predicament in the 
spiritual realm as these men in Acts 27 did in the physical?  Some godly sage voice had 
forewarned us of the foolishness of our intended course, yet his inspired utterance had fallen 
on willfully deaf ears.  And so we set out, only to find ourselves ultimately in the midst of some 
Euroclydon that threatened to destroy us.  Exceedingly tossed, we lightened the ship, 
confessing our sins.  Perhaps the tempest was so sore that we even with our own hands cast 
out the tacking of the ship, with great exertion striving to make amends for our sinful ways.  
And yet, no matter the number or earnestness of our attempts, neither sun nor star appeared 
for many days, and all hope of our salvation dissipated.  Blessed were we in that hour when we 
found that faithful friend, whose warnings we spurned, finding his place again steadfastly by 
our side, holding out hope for our gainsaying hearts.  We gave him audience once more, but 
this time heeding his godly counsel.  And though the tempest had to finish its course, we found 
at evening’s end an escape safe to the shores of peace and the isles of security. 
 
And blessed are we now, if we learn to don the mantle of that steadfast friend and soul-winner 
in the lives of others.  Let us take solace, brethren, that those with whom we speak, exerting 
our godly influence and reasoning with them of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to 
come while sincerely loving their lost souls with the agape that only the risen Christ and Holy 
Ghost can place within our hearts, shall by and by inevitably experience the tempest that is so 
clearly on the horizon of their self-will.  May we resolve in that hour to possess the gracious 
demeanor of the Apostle, who neither lectures nor gloats, but kindly and confidently extends 
the hand of friendship, the favor of prayer, and the message of mercy again to the hopeless, 
helpless, and hurting soul, thereby ushering them to the very precipice of life eternal.  This is 
why the Lord has left us here.  Consistency of our example, continuance in our witness , and the 
sincerity of our care means more to our friends and acquaintances than we often realize.  May 
we be a faithful messenger and friend to many until He calls us home. 
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