
Shadows of holiness 
 

And thou shalt make a plate of pure gold, and grave upon it, like the engravings of a 
signet, HOLINESS TO THE LORD…And it shall be upon Aaron's forehead, that Aaron 
may bear the iniquity of the holy things, which the children of Israel shall hallow in all 
their holy gifts; and it shall be always upon his forehead, that they may be accepted 

before the LORD. 
Exodus 28:36, 38 

 
Continuing in the vein of yesterday’s meditation, we come later in this chapter to the 
literal crowning touch of the priestly attire.  Upon the front of Aaron’s mitre, or head 
covering, would be the proclamation of “holiness to the Lord.”  This signification upon 
the representative of the Lord’s holiness was a reminder to Aaron and all that saw it that 
both the work that he did and the sacrificial gifts that they brought to the Lord were 
tainted with iniquity by association with sinful humanity, as revealed by the utter 
holiness of God.  While many related qualities are poured into the concept of holiness, 
and rightly by association in the scriptures, its basic meaning of being “set apart” is 
fundamental here.  The Lord is holy because He is extremely set apart, far above all, in 
every attribute of His being and nature.  Therefore, as the text explains, the high priest 
would need to bear the iniquity associated with the sacrifices away from them, through 
the intricate ceremonial shadows, so that those sacrifices set apart by the offerors 
would be made truly acceptable before the Lord. 
 
As we again look beyond the shadows, we see our great eternal high priest, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and higher than 
the heavens (Hebrews 7:26); “who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth” (I 
Peter 2:22).  He needed no mitre with an engraved gold plate, as a shadowy 
representative, because He was and is in truth the holiness of God, the brightness of 
His glory, and the express image of His person.  “No man hath seen God at any time; 
the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him” (John 
1:18).  Therefore, he needed not, as Aaron did, to make any sacrifice for Himself, who 
knew no sin, but through His own holy sacrificial atonement removed the iniquities of us 
all, that we might be accepted in the beloved (Ephesians 1:6).  So we, as partakers of 
His holiness, are exhorted, “but as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all 
manner of conversation; because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.” (I Peter 1:15-
16).  Seeing beyond the shadows, should we desire anything else? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
  
 
 



 
 
  
 


