
A Lamentable Departure

Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.
Revelation 2:4:

The Lord was the initiator in the relationship between fallen man and an aggrieved
God. We, as sheep gone astray, had as soon fatuously remained estranged from
God if it were not for the Lord sending His Spirit to draw us to His saving proposal.
I John 4:10: Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent
his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. But after the marriage of our soul to
Him, we can so easily leave our “first love”. And unless rapid repair of this
estrangement occurs the believer will lapse into spiritual apostasy. Whence
comes this estrangement?

Man was created to be dependent on his Creator. This symbiosis was disrupted
when Adam imprudently broke his fellowship with the Lord. We find him, who once
walked in the full light of His presence in the cool of the day, now cowering and
hiding in the shadows from that same “voice of the Lord”.

Lot determined that living the nomadic life was too straight for him and made his
fatal choice to separate from the godly Abraham and to dwell with the wicked men
of Sodom. The remainder of his days were spent in self-recrimination for that ill-
advised decision.

Under the concupiscent influence of his heathen wives, Solomon casts aside the
sacred bond he had established in the outset of his kingdom and institutionalized
paganism amongst the chosen people. He died a caustic, disillusioned man.

A single phrase encapsulates the plight of all apostates : “For Demas hath
forsaken me, having loved this present world”. He started well. One wonders who
did hinder him that he “should not obey the truth.”

Many a young prodigal has decided to decamp to a far country and waste his
substance with riotous living only to find out that the wholesome environs of his
boyhood upbringing was a much “better and enduring substance”.

Let us learn from these tragic lessons and tenaciously cling to the our first love
and thus avoid the calamitous results of a misspent and apostate life.

Have a blessed week,


