
Many Crowns 
              
 

His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written 
that no man knew, but he himself. 

– Revelation 19:12 – 
              
 
 

Our Lord will soon return in unparalleled triumph and glory.  John tells us that upon His descent 
and among the many visible indicators of His august right to rule mankind, Jesus will be wearing 
“many crowns”.  This refers not only to a multiplied number of diadems, but also a diversity of 
them. 
 
Imperial Roman culture awarded and adorned all levels of citizenry with various types of 
crowns.  Competitors in Roman sport and poetry could achieve the competitor’s crown.  In the 
Roman Legion, crowns were bestowed for various acts of valor including rescuing a besieged 
garrison, being the first over an enemy wall, or leading a triumphant battle against an enemy. 
The Caesars famously donned the Corona Radiata, or the crown that served to indicate they 
were not merely a ruler, but a god.  In almost all of the Roman cults, the priests’ attire vitally 
included the sacerdotal crown.  Even ordinary Roman citizens could achieve a crown for the 
courageous act of saving the life of another Roman citizen.  Crowns also regularly adorned the 
bride and groom upon the happy occasion of their nuptials.   
 
John’s climactic reference to Christ’s many crowns thus compounds in its significance.  The 
crowns adorning the pate of our victorious Lord emphasize multiplied and wonderful facets of 
His person.  He has fought all of our battles, competing perfectly by the rules, tempted in all 
points as we are, yet without sin.  At Calvary, He forged over the rampart of hell’s dominion, 
rescuing us from Satan’s isolating siege, heroically saving our souls from the power of sin.  On 
resurrection morning, Jesus soundly and eternally conquered death and hell so that we need 
never fear its pangs.  He is the loving Bridegroom, gone a long journey, finally returned to 
consummate His marriage to His glorious and chaste Church.  Yes – He is at once our atoning 
Sacrifice and the Great Hight Priest of our profession, our wonderful Savior and faithful Friend, 
the Lover and Redeemer of our souls, the King of Kings, our Lord and our God! 
 
Let us look forward with holy anticipation to that day when we may cast our crowns (which are 
ours by grace and not by right) before His pierced feet, in sweetest liberty from sin and the 
curse, singing with unfettered heart and perfected voice in His glorious presence… 
 

Crown Him with many crowns, the Lamb upon His throne 
Hark how the heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own 

Awake my soul and sing of Him who died for Thee 
And hail Him as thy matchless King through all eternity! 

 
 

    -- D. Murcek 
 
 


