
Shadows borne 
 

And thou shalt put in the breastplate of judgment the Urim and the Thummim; and they 
shall be upon Aaron's heart, when he goeth in before the LORD: and Aaron shall bear 

the judgment of the children of Israel upon his heart before the LORD continually. 
Exodus 28:30 

 
In this chapter we find, in the midst of the work orders for the tabernacle worship under 
the first covenant, the details of the holy garments for the priests of the Lord, Aaron and 
his sons.  We do well to appreciate the place of these instructions as explained to us by 
the New Testament writer to the Hebrews, particularly in its eighth through tenth 
chapters.  In Hebrews 8:5 and 10:1, we are reminded that these earthly implements 
serve as shadows of heavenly realities.  So in Exodus 28 we see the garments made 
such that Aaron would bear upon himself these holy shadows.  In verse 12, “Aaron shall 
bear their names before the LORD upon his two shoulders for a memorial” as he carries 
their names engraved on the shoulder stones.  In verse 29, “Aaron shall bear the names 
of the children of Israel in the breastplate of judgment upon his heart, when he goeth in 
unto the holy place, for a memorial before the LORD continually.”  Then in our text we 
see the combination of the names of the tribes of Israel engraved on the stones in the 
breastplate, along with the curious Urim and Thummim, allowing Aaron to bear the 
judgment of the Israelites upon his heart in his service before the Lord. 
 
As we see these weights and memorials being borne by Aaron the high priest, we can’t 
help but look through the shadows to see the heavenly great high priest, Jesus the Son 
of God (Hebrews 4:14), who bore our sins and iniquities, and carried our sorrows, to 
satisfy the holiness of God on our behalf (Isaiah 53:4, 11-12).  He fulfilled these upon 
the shoulders of His broken body as well as within His broken heart of love for us, as He 
who knew no sin became sin for us, to impute unto us the righteousness of God (II 
Corinthians 5:21).  Our Great Shepherd of the sheep knows His sheep by name (John 
10:3) and bears them in His heart eternally.  The shadows that needed to be borne 
continually by Aaron were fulfilled by Jesus’ once for all eternal sacrifice (Hebrews 
10:10-14), which is able to save us to the uttermost, seeing that He lives eternally to 
make intercession for us (Hebrews 7:25).  As we read through His living word, let us 
unceasingly look beyond the shadows and be thrilled with His eternal glory. 
 
 
 
 
 
   
  
 
 
 
 
  
 


