
Keeping the Heart 
              
 

Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life. 
– Proverbs 4:23 – 

              
 

In addition to Bethlehem, there is another divine condescension, one which we probably do not 
meditate upon as frequently – that of the Holy Spirit taking up residence in our sinful hearts.  
The fact that the third Person of the Godhead makes our hearts His address may be likened to a 
King who willfully and permanently relocates from his palace to take up residence with an 
obnoxious and crude roommate in a Motel 6.  And we are responsible for the noise level and 
the housekeeping! 
 
As Christians, we are to actively fortify our hearts against evil external influences as well as 
from the destructive propensity of our internal sinful nature.  The old nature that resides 
therein is constantly trying to make a mess of the place.  When he hears any of his old 
acquaintances knocking (the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life), he gets 
excited.  It thus behooves us to build a fence around the motel, keep it locked, and cease from 
any converse with those old cohorts.  In the event that any of them happen to slip through and 
party with the old man, we must immediately tend to the room, evicting the intruders, cleaning 
up the mess, and apologizing to our regal Tenant.  Then we must take additional steps to 
ensure such a breech does not happen again, lest He be grieved. 
 
Keeping the heart – guarding, securing, and tending to it –  demands the utmost diligence.  It 
requires a circumspection at all times, a moment-by-moment attentiveness.  Frequent 
meditation upon our motives, honest reflection upon our actions and our reactions, and sincere 
confession and repentance for our private failures – the ones that only God Himself sees – are 
all vital duties that result in Heaven-approved heart-keeping.  This is not easy, nor is it always 
pleasant.  But when done consistently, it yields priceless dividends – love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, goodness, gentleness, meekness, faith, and temperance. 
 
Man may look upon the outward appearance, but the Lord tries the heart.  Our usefulness to 
our Master is not dictated by our outward conduct, but by our inward condition.  As we actively 
keep our hearts, the Holy Ghost begins to transform our “Motel 6” into something we would 
never have imagined possible.  What gracious condescension! 
 
  
 

    -- D. Murcek 



Imperfect Faith 

… If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth. And straightway the father of the child cried out, 
and said with tears, Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief. 

Mark 9: 23,24 

The words belief and faith are often interchangeable and their virtues and principles are found 
throughout all of scripture. The book of Hebrews gives the definition of faith and multiple examples 
of the power and force of believers who exercised faith in God. It is true belief that opens the door 
of forgiveness and eternal life to us, and it is faith that we apply in our daily Christian walk. Faith is 
nurtured by the Word of God and can grow stronger as we experience God working in our lives. 
Even so, none of us possess perfect faith, for there remains an element of doubt in all of us. We 
must always remember that it is our faith in God that affects divine moving, and not faith in our 
own faith. 

Today’s text tells of the account of a desperate father seeking to find deliverance for his afflicted 
son. The account does not give any detail of how the man’s son became oppressed by a demonic 
spirit, but focuses on the possibilities of belief. The father had to have some level of faith in bringing 
his son to the disciples for a healing. Finding no answer with them he then brings his son to Jesus 
for deliverance. When the Lord states that all things are possible if he believes, the father confesses 
that he believes, yet he is aware that he needs help for his unbelief.  But with the acknowledgement 
of the father’s imperfect faith his request is still granted by the Lord. Later, when the disciples 
privately ask Him why they were unable to heal the boy, Jesus responds that difficult cases require 
prayer and fasting. 

 In this text we see that the Lord still responds to our requests even though we might have a level of 
unbelief. It is also important for us to understand that when a request is not granted as we had 
hoped, God sometimes wills a different plan for that situation. With His word fueling our belief, 
combining with each experience of the Lord’s faithfulness, our confidence in Him should grow 
through the times when we will cry out “Lord, I believe, help thou mine unbelief.” 

                                                                                                                                    J. Ekis 

 



Mighty in the Scriptures 
              
 

And a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man, and mighty in the scriptures, 
came to Ephesus. 

– Acts 18:24 – 
              
 
 

We know but an inspired little about this man Apollos to whom the Holy Spirit introduces us in 
Acts 18:24.  Though eloquent in thought and speech, he was humble enough to receive 
instruction from a few tent-making disciples (Acts 18:26).   His labor for the church in Corinth 
was God-approved and many there held him in apostolic esteem.  His usefulness to God was 
perhaps due to the primary characteristic of his life – that of being “mighty in the scriptures.” 
 
Being “mighty in the scriptures” suggests a breadth of knowledge of God’s Word as well as a 
significant grasp upon its proper interpretation and import.  It is not a natural state of being.  It 
is available to every child of the Most High, yet it is not obtained cheaply.  It requires much time 
focused upon not just what God’s Word says, but also upon what it means.   Becoming “mighty 
in the scriptures” stems from a burning desire for truth.  It is accompanied by an intense 
yearning to rightly divide the Word of truth.   As such, it demands both a stubborn tenacity to 
seek until finding, as well as a humility of spirit that desires to grow in mind and heart.  There 
must be a constant recognition that the knowledge at hand is not enough because there is 
more to know and that only the Word of God can bridge the chasm.   
 
Those who seek education and erudition as an end goal can never become “mighty in the 
scriptures” because they have not come yet to the realization that all the philosophies and 
thoughts of men are ultimately fallacious, vacuous, or bankrupt.  Becoming “mighty in the 
scriptures” is only thus obtained by disciplining the mind in and by a regular and over-abundant 
consumption of the Word of God while simultaneously posturing the heart as that of a little 
child who knows that his Father has all the answers.  And as that child, never ceasing to 
question in sincerity of spirit, with full confidence that the heavenly Father will lovingly, 
graciously, and fully respond to every inquiry. 
 
Life is short and God’s Word is deep. Let us make haste to follow Apollos’ example.  Lord, make 
us mighty in the Scriptures.  
 

    -- D. Murcek 
 



Apostolic prayer 
 

And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all 
judgment; That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and 
without offence till the day of Christ; Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which 

are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God. 
Philippians 1:9-11 

 
As we enjoy the privilege given to us by our Lord Jesus Christ to pray to the heavenly 
Father, there are times when we are not sure what we should ask.  Often times it is 
because the will of God is unclear to us in a situation.  In those times we can be glad for 
the promise that the Spirit will make intercession for us as He searches the heart and 
knows His will.  However, one way to know what to pray for is to follow a good example.  
There are many good examples provided in our Bible, particularly by the apostles.  We 
see one of these in today’s text, as the apostle Paul writes to his friends in the church at 
Philippi, which God established through his ministry.   
 
We are often given good advice to pray specifically, so that we may see specific 
answers and give glory to God.  Yet here we see the apostle telling his friends how he 
was specifically praying a general prayer for them as a group.  He wasn’t praying 
merely for their physical needs, or healing, or particular situations needing resolution.  
He was praying for their spiritual growth and maturity, which would affect the specific 
issues of life, and influence them as a unified body to bring glory and praise to God.   
 
He first prays for their love to increasingly abound, with both knowledge and 
discernment, so that this is not only about whom they love, but what and why they love.  
He then prays that, as choices come, such discernment would enable them to test and 
approve things most excellent, according to God’s standards.  From there, his prayer is 
that their resulting choices would be clearly sincere, that none should be caused to sin 
by them, having no fault to find in such loving discernment.  With these attributes 
abounding unto the righteous fruits planted by Jesus in their lives, his desire then is that 
their result would cause people to glorify and praise God.  
 
With all that may come upon anyone each day, is this not an excellent prayer to apply to 
any of those on our prayer list? 
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The Gainsaying of Korah 
              
 

Woe unto them! For they have … perished in the gainsaying of Core. 
– Jude 1:11 – 

              
 

One of the items that God miraculously preserved in the ark of the covenant was “Aaron’s rod 
that budded” (Heb. 9:4).  The momentous events that precipitated the budding of Aaron’s rod 
are recorded in Numbers 16-17, which narrate the rebellion of Korah. 
 
Korah was a Kohathite (Numbers 16:1). Though the sacrifice and the priesthood under the Old 
Covenant would be ministered by the sons of Aaron, God had appointed the Kohathites the 
distinctive duty of bearing the vessels of the sanctuary.  For whatever reason, this Sovereignly 
appointed lot appears to have proved insufficient to satisfy Korah.  Instead of contentment with 
his duty of privileged service, his proud heart seems to have vied for more recognition (and 
more than likely, adulation).  Since his family’s camp was in proximity to that of the Reubenites, 
he leveraged some other malcontents from those environs (Dathan and Abiram) to help muster 
a cancerous and sizable murmuring rebellion that ultimately challenged Moses and Aaron for 
rights to the priesthood.  But God would have none of it.  In some sense, He rewarded Korah 
with what he wanted, but in the form of eternal notoriety.  The unique decimation of Korah and 
his cohorts by going down alive into Hell forever stands as a Sodom-like warning to all of God’s 
people of the dangers of discontentment born of pride.  
 
We, too, have been appointed a divine service.  God has redeemed us as individuals and has a 
specific call to service for each of us.  Many Christians think they would or could serve God 
better “if only”.  “If only I could speak like the pastor.”  “If only I could sing like so and so.”  “If 
only I made more money so that I could give to His work.”  And on and on.  Dear friends, these 
are not just excuses.  They are signs of false humility and seeds of discontentment.  God 
designed the pastor to be the pastor, the singer to be the singer, and you to be you.  He has 
something for you to do.  You do not need anything more than a heart that is content in Him 
and a will to be used how He has designed.  If we learn to cultivate this basic posture of spirit, 
we will be free to accomplish His plans, enjoy His smile upon us, and remain clear of any Korah-
like gainsaying in our souls. 
 

 -- D. Murcek 



Rooted Up 

But He answered and said, Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not 
planted, shall be rooted up. 

Matthew 15:13 

Pharisees, scribes, and other religious leaders surfaced at times throughout the 
gospel narrative. Jesus repeatedly reproved their shallow external religion and His 
harshest words were directed towards them. In today’s text, the Pharisees found 
fault with the disciples for not ceremonially washing their hands when they ate 
bread. For this, our Lord calls them hypocrites as He quotes the prophet Isaiah 
saying that the religious leaders only honored God with their lips while their hearts 
were far from Him. In their concern, the disciples make sure to inform Jesus that 
He has offended the Pharisees. The Lord replies that if the religious leaders were 
not planted by God they would eventually be rooted up. Such is the case for 
individuals who have a form of religion, but whose hearts have not truly been 
converted by the power of God. Ultimately, the hypocrisy of their charade is 
revealed and they find themselves clothed with deficient self-righteousness.   

This account is certainly a warning for believers to examine themselves to make 
sure that they are in the faith. But there is another lesson that is applicable for true 
believers. It is true that we become a new creation when God plants His spirit in 
our lives, but there remains an old ungodly nature that is rooted in us. One by one, 
the selfish sinful actions and motives of the heart have to be revealed and pulled up 
by the roots. If they are only cut off at the surface, they eventually grow back 
hindering our spiritual growth. Our deceptive hearts can hide our inner pride and 
selfish motives in our Christian journey until the light of God’s word penetrates the 
darkness and the conviction of the Holy Spirit reveals what needs to be rooted up. 

There remains in all of us many things that our Heavenly Father hath not planted. 
As spring approaches, let it remind us to allow God to reach down deep into our 
innermost being and root out the things that He has not truly planted. When these 
are rooted up, we will become more fruitful to His glory. – J. Ekis 

  

                                                                                                   



Standing   on   a   Promise  

Wherefore,   sirs,   be   of   good   cheer:   for   I   believe   God,   that   it   shall   be   even   as   it   was   told   me.   Acts   27:24    

The   last   two   chapters   of   the   book   of   Acts   record   the   Apostle   Paul’s   �nal   earthly   journey.   He   is  
being   taken   to   Rome   as   a   prisoner   on   a   ship   when   an   interruption   occurs   in   the   form   of   a  
Mediterranean   storm.   Despair   sets   in   with   the   ship   damaged   and   all   hope   of   safely   reaching   their  
destination   was   taken   away.   The   Apostle   Paul,   in   spite   of   this   dire   situation   and   standing   on   a  
promise   from   God   that   He   was   to   testify   in   Rome,   stands   up   and   declares   that   all   will   be   well,  
because   he   believes   what   God   had   promised   him.   After   some   ordained   deviation   and   much  
di�culty,   Paul   along   with   all   the   passengers   arrive   safely   in   Rome.    Though   he   had   reached   his   last  
earthly   destination,   it   is   there   that   God   would   use   Paul   to   pen   the   Prison   Epistles   before   dying   a  
martyr’s   death.  

We   should   have   this   same   resolve   in   our   own   lives.   The   Lord   has   given   exceeding   great   and  
precious   promises   to   cheer   and   encourage   us   as   we   travel   to   our   �nal   destination.   As   with   Paul,   our  
journey   takes   us   through   varied   and   sometimes   fretful   situations.   When   �nancial   demands  
accumulate   and   we   are   concerned   with   how   to   make   ends   meet,   we   too   can   say   I   believe   God   for  
He   has   promised   to   supply   all   our   needs   according   to   His   riches   in   glory   by   Christ   Jesus  
(Philippians   4:19).    As   we   are   sometimes   weighed   down   while   helping   to   bear   the   burdens   of  
others,   because   we   believe   God,   we   can   �nd   relief   for   He   hath   said   cast   all   your   care   upon   Him,  
for   He   careth   for   you   (1Peter   5:7).   Because   we   have   taken   up   the   cross   and   followed   the   Master,  
others   may   withdraw   or   even   forsake   us.   It   is   then   that   we   can   say   I   believe   God,   for   He   hath   said  
“I   will   never   leave   thee,   nor   forsake   thee”   (Hebrews   13:5).   And   when   we   all   come   to   draw   our  
�nal   breath,   we   can   con�dently   say   I   believe   God   for   He   hath   said   when   we   walk   through   the  
valley   of   the   shadow   of   death,   I   will   fear   no   evil,   for   thou   art   with   me.   (Psalm   23:4).  

Heaven   and   earth   will   pass   away,   but   His   word,   and   therefore   His   promises,   shall   not   pass   away,   so  
that   in   every   situation   we   can   con�dently   say   “I   believe   God”   -    J.   Ekis  

 

   



Memorable promise 
 

But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he 
shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have 

said unto you.  Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world 
giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 

John 14:26-27 
 
This promise that Jesus made to his disciples to prepare them for His departure from 
the world provides comfort and encouragement for us today as well.  As they walked 
with Jesus during His earthly ministry, it’s no doubt that, after all they had seen and 
heard, His presence would give them confidence for their lives.  Yet now He would 
prepare them to know His presence in a different way after His departure.  The 
promised Holy Spirit would bring that confidence and peace that comes from knowing 
His word.  His word provides the teaching and resulting knowledge of His truth and 
power and will.  As the Spirit brought to their memories all that He had taught them, they 
went out after Pentecost proclaiming that truth with the confidence that comes from 
knowing it.  They then proceeded to record that truth in the New Testament writings.  
Today, we benefit from knowing this promise, because we can know that the word they 
recorded there was not from man, but from His Holy Spirit, just as Peter describes the 
word of God provided in the Old Testament (II Peter 1.21).  With confidence that the 
Bible we read is indeed the word of God, we can continue to know and proclaim that 
same truth with confidence.   
 
Also, the disciples could be reminded of His word because they were there to hear and 
experience it.  In a secondary application, we can also rest in the power of His Spirit to 
also bring to our remembrance His words that we have read and learned.  Thus, it 
behooves us to read, assimilate, and love the word of the Lord, so that the Spirit who 
dwells within can bring it to us as needed, to equip, edify, and strengthen us in His 
service.  In this vein, the apostle identifies the sword of Spirit to be the word of God, and 
exhorts believers to include it in our arsenal for spiritual battle, to be strong in the Lord, 
and in the power of His might.  May this promise of the blessed Holy Spirit reside and 
magnify His confidence and peace daily in our lives. 
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Is It Not a Little One? 
              
 

Behold now, this city is near to flee unto, and it is a little one: Oh, let me escape thither, (is it not a little 
one?) and my soul shall live. 

– Genesis 19:20 – 
              
 
 

Lot was a citizen of heaven yet was bound by earthly aspirations.  He was a man who made so 
many bad choices that he forever stands as a sad warning to believers of how not to live our 
lives.  When Lot finally fled Sodom at the pressing of his angelic liberators, we find the intensity 
of the stranglehold of this world upon him.  His request for permission to escape into another 
sin-laden city (Zoar) was undoubtedly the imprimatur of every step in his backsliding – “Is it not 
a little one?”   
 
Is it not a little thing to break camp with Abraham? After all, our herdsmen are quarrelling.  Is it 
not a little thing to pitch my tent toward Sodom?  Surely, I might be able to make use of some 
the city’s affluence for the herds.  Is it not a little thing to abandon this agrarian lifestyle for a 
city-life that will enable me to better provide for my family?  Is it not a little thing to form 
alliances in Sodom, to change it for the better? Is it not a little thing to assume a political 
position here so that I can legislate a better morality?  Is it not a little thing that my daughters 
are intermarrying with Sodom’s inhabitants?  Perhaps we can introduce them to the God of 
Abraham.  Is it not a little thing to offer my virgin daughters to the licentious men outside to 
protect my visitors and the rest of my family?  With each passing interval, Lot’s little 
accommodations left him wholly compromised. 
 
As sinners, and even as believers, we justify our actions one sin at a time, usually under the 
umbrella of “grace”.  But the true grace of God is no excuse-maker or compromising agent.  It is 
an ardent master that teaches us plainly to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to live 
soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world.  If our lives are not marked consistently by 
these grace-ordained characteristics, we are prostituting God’s goodness and embezzling His 
mercies. 
 
Brethren, let us be careful to vigorously eschew Lot-like thinking in our hearts.  There is no little 
sin.  Negotiating with evil gives evil the victory.  May our battle be uncompromising until we 
reach the promised land. 
 

    -- D. Murcek 
 
 



Keeping Our Spirit in Check

But He turned, and rebuked them, and said, Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are

of. For the Son of Man is not come to destroy men’s lives, but save them Luke 9:55,56

Today’s text is a curious account that reveals the ever-learning process of discipleship.

By this point in their walk with the Master, the disciples have heard the Sermon on the

Mount, witnessed the majority of His miracles, and have had the great privilege of

intimately interacting with and observing the Son of God. The time had come for Jesus

to finalize the purpose of His mission. On their journey to Jerusalem, they enter a

Samaritan village, but because of past history and the long-standing bigotry between

Jews and Samaritans, they were not welcome. At this point two of the disciples, James

and John, whose reputation had earned them the designation Sons of Thunder, offer to

command fire from heaven to destroy the Samaritans. Jesus then rebukes them because

of their vengeful attitude and reiterates His divine purpose for coming into this world.

As with all of the scriptures, there are many applicable lessons that translate to our lives

today. When we surrender to Christ, we also become His disciples. The same teachings

and daily lessons that the disciples experienced two thousand years ago by listening to

and observing Jesus are available for us today in the divinely written record. There

could have been several reasons that they expressed such a vengeful attitude. Though

now following Christ, their deep- rooted bigotry possibly had not yet been yielded to His

excellent love that bridges all divides. Or maybe now they saw themselves superior to

the Samaritans. It is for certain that they still did not fully understand all the details of

the Savior’s main purpose for coming into this world, which was to seek and to save that

which was lost.

Every day we are surrounded by people of this world that know not Christ. They may

also be unwelcoming or even hostile towards the gospel. When this occurs, we must not

yield in anger to our carnal spirit, but remember that Christ did not come to destroy

men’s lives, but to save them.

J. Ekis



Just weight 
 

Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment, in meteyard, in weight, or in measure.  
Just balances, just weights, a just ephah, and a just hin, shall ye have: I am the LORD 

your God, which brought you out of the land of Egypt. 
Leviticus 19:35-36 

 
The concept of justice in all matters of life is emphasized repeatedly in the law of the 
Lord as well as throughout the scriptures.  Here, whether administering judgment in 
general, or specifically in business, the people of God were to judge righteously.  
Multiple standards of measurement are enumerated here to cover all manner of 
business dealings.  The corruption of just measures in business is addressed multiple 
times in the book of Proverbs, as well as in the prophets.  It is also interesting to note 
that these particular verses follow a warning to treat strangers among them justly, and 
to love them as themselves, just as they were admonished earlier in the fifteenth verse 
of this chapter to judge their neighbor righteously, then in the eighteenth verse to love 
their neighbor as themselves, which Jesus would later establish as the second greatest 
commandment in the law.  If there is to be a connection, it would follow that, whether 
fellow Israelite or proselyte stranger, all were to be dealt with justly in business. 
 
These related and repeated principles establish for the people of God that we should be 
just in all our dealings with others, which are more often business dealings within a 
society.  As we often see characterizations of business dealings that are less than 
honest, we must not allow the paradigms of the age to influence our own business 
dealings.  The apostle Paul repeats these principles to the disciples in the context of a 
corrupt Roman empire:  “Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in 
the sight of all men” (Romans 12:17); “Providing for honest things, not only in the sight 
of the Lord, but also in the sight of men” (II Corinthians 8:21).  In Romans 12, he deals 
with the behavior of the believers among one another; in II Corinthians 8 he addresses 
the safe delivery of the monetary gift from the Gentile churches to the Judean church.  
Yet in Romans 13 he goes on to exhort them regarding their dealings with the lost 
empire about them, in submitting to laws, paying taxes, paying debts, and treating all 
men according to the principles of God’s law.  In a world where gain is becoming a 
predominant measure, let us maintain God’s standards to honor Him in our business. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 



Truth and consequence 
 

Righteousness keepeth him that is upright in the way: but wickedness overthroweth the 
sinner. 

Proverbs 13:6 
 
The relationship between the state of heart and mind and the manner of life is often 
repeated in different contexts of scripture.  In this proverb, the effect of righteousness 
within is that it keeps, literally guards, uprightness in one’s way of life.  This proverb 
echoes similar ideas from Proverbs 11:3, 5: “The integrity of the upright shall guide 
them: but the perverseness of transgressors shall destroy them. … The righteousness 
of the perfect shall direct his way: but the wicked shall fall by his own wickedness.”  The 
order is clear and consistent.  The inward state and attitude not only effect the person’s 
walk, or outward state, but also result in commensurate blessing or cursing.  The 
converse is not necessarily the case.  While someone with a heart divided between 
righteousness and unrighteousness may at times attempt and accomplish righteous 
acts, this inward state will not sustain a generally upright life, neither will simply doing 
righteous acts transform the heart.  Although those in Old Testament times did not have 
access to the clear dissertations on imputed righteousness that we have in the New 
Testament, the evident attitude of love and need for God reflected in their writings 
implied their longing for a righteousness from above. 
 
Near the beginning of His ministry Jesus alludes to this longing as He pronounces 
blessing on those who hunger and thirst after righteousness, with the promise of being 
filled.  As in our text, the result of righteous desire is righteousness itself.  Then, after 
Jesus finished the work of redemption, the apostles freely distributed the good news 
that righteousness is available to all who come seeking by faith.  Even after clearly 
laying out the scriptural logic that salvation can only come by imputation of Christ’s 
righteousness, the apostle Paul aptly follows those teachings, as in Romans 6 and 
Galatians 5, where he makes the same link between the inner imputed righteousness 
and the believer’s resulting walk.  John in his first epistle reinforces this relationship with 
practical tests of true faith, for example, “he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even 
as he [Jesus] is righteous” (I John 3.7).  Knowing the effect of our inward life on our 
outward walk and ultimate consequences is encouraging, while we remember that He 
“which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ” 
(Philippians 1:6). 
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Work Ethic 
              
 

Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise: which having no guide, overseer, or ruler, 
provideth her meat in the summer, and gathereth her food in the harvest. 

– Proverbs 6:6-8 – 
              

 
A careful reading of the Bible from Genesis through Revelation plainly shows us that human 
work is something that is not cursed but is rather God-given and intrinsic to our possession of 
His image.  Before Adam fell, he was given work to do in the Garden (Gen. 2:19).  Jesus Himself 
told us to occupy till He come (Lk. 19:13).  Paul reminds us not to be indolent as believers, but 
to provide for ourselves and others via labor (2 Thess. 3:10).  And after the final redemption of 
the Creation, the saints will serve the Lord forever (Rev. 22:3).  
 
As Christians, part of our witness to a lost humanity is in the work that we do.  In our secular 
occupations, our work should be done well, as to the Lord (Eph. 6:7).  Outside our “day jobs” 
there is even more work to do for the Kingdom of Heaven.  Our Lord’s Great Commission is to 
go into all the world and make disciples of all nations.  That requires work!  Our days should not 
end at five o’clock, nor our activity upon retirement.  Our lives ought to be overflowing with 
things that we are doing for our Master. 
 
Our text in Proverbs reminds us to wipe away all sleepiness from our dispositions and to 
diligently work.  Note that the ant needs no supervisor.  She is industrious.  When work does 
not present itself, she finds some to do.  Such initiative should be true of every Kingdom citizen.  
We should not need someone standing over us telling us what to do for Christ.  We have a Spirit 
within Who will guide us in His work.  We just need to saturate our hearts with a readiness to 
do something for Him and opportunities will abound. 
 
We are saved by grace and not of works.  Yet true salvation engenders a deep love for Christ 
that compels us to work!  An anonymous author properly captured this heart attitude many 
years ago when they penned: 
 

I do not work my soul to save, for that my Lord hath done 
But I will work like any slave for love of God’s dear Son 

 
The harvest is coming and the Master’s “Well done” awaits the diligent. To the work! 
 

    -- D. Murcek 
 
 



Filled   and   Controlled  

And   be   not   drunk   with   wine,   wherein   is   excess;   but   be   filled   with   the   Spirit;  

Ephesians   5:18  

Wine   and   strong   drink   is   a   topic   found   throughout   the   scriptures.   Though  
there   may   have   been   some   medicinal   value   to   wine,   for   the   most   part   it  
manifests   its   detrimental   effects   in   biblical   accounts.   Also,   God   attaches   many  
warnings   and   judgements   to   it.   Certainly,   one   of   the   main   reasons   for   the  
curse   on   alcoholic   drink   is   that   it   takes   control   of   the   user.   While   under   its  
influence   men   frequently   say   and   do   unseemly   and   harmful   things   that   they  
would   not   normally   do.   Ultimately,   its   addictive   quality   can   lead   a   life   to  
misery   and   destruction.  

Today’s   verse   not   only   warns   us   of   the   effects   of   wine,   but   also   commands   us  
to   be   filled   with   the   Spirit.   At   the   moment   of   our   conversion,   we   were   sealed  
with   the   third   person   of   the   Trinity,   the   Holy   Spirit.   The   Spirit   is   that  
Comforter   that   shall   abide   with   us,   and   comfort   and   teach   us   as   we   follow   the  
Master.   But,   by   our   will   we   can   either   choose   to   quench   the   Spirit,   or   we   can  
allow   Him   to   fill   us   with   His   fullness.   It   is   by   His   fullness   that   we   are   to  
operate   our   lives   as   Christians.   Through   consuming   God’s   Word,   and  
spending   time   in   sincere   prayer,   coupled   with   obeying   His   will,   we   are  
allowing   the   Spirit   to   fill   our   being.   In   the   book   of   Acts   after   the   day   of  
Pentecost,   we   read   of   the   effects   and   accomplishments   of   men   who   were   filled  
with   the   Holy   Spirit.   Unfortunately,   we   can   fall   prey   to   doing   God’s   work   in  
our   own   strength   and   wisdom,   stifling   the   full   power   of   the   Holy   Spirit,   and  
robbing   God   of   His   glory.   The   apostle   Paul   is   an   example   of   one   who   had   the  
combination   of   humility   and   Spirit   power   to   do   the   work   of   God.   Paul   became  
all   things   to   all   men,   and   spoke    not   with   enticing   words   of   man’s   wisdom ,  
but   in   demonstration   of   the   Spirit   and   of   power .  

Today,   and   every   day,   it   is   important   for   us   to   empty   our   earthy   vessel   of  
our   self-will,   pride,   and   all   the   self-centered   things   that   could   hinder   the  
Spirit   from   filling   us   and   working   in   our   life.   As   Galatians   5:25   states   “If   we  
live   in   the   Spirit,   let   us   also   walk   in   the   Spirit”.   

 

  J.   Ekis   

 



To Whom Shall We Go? 
              
 

Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life. 
– John 6:68 – 

              

 
Peter’s antiphonal question to Jesus’ inquiry came at a pivotal moment in Christ’s ministry.  The 
crowds that had enjoyed the Master’s miracles were waning.  Jesus furthered the sifting 
process by presenting difficult truth with which only the militant seeker would dare to wrestle.  
As His ranks began to dramatically thin, Jesus left the door open to His closest Twelve.  “Will ye 
also go away?” 
 
As American Christians, perhaps we can understand a little bit of how the Apostles may have 
felt at that moment.  For millennia since the resurrection of our Lord, Western Civilization was 
dominated by some form of Christian thought and practice.  While it is true that genuine 
salvation has always been the possession of a relative few, the Kingdom of Heaven in terms of 
the sphere of profession advanced in pretense as well as truth, providing a biblically based 
philosophical foundation to Western culture and society.  But as evil men and seducers have 
waxed worse and worse, they have continuously and precipitously seized the fields of science, 
government, and media over the past few centuries, birthing a rapidly expanding and 
ravenously aggressive post-Christian era.  The world (including America) is increasingly 
intolerant of Jesus and His teachings.  Even many “churches” are re-examining their stated 
beliefs and doctrinal positions, softening stances or abandoning fidelity to the Scriptures 
altogether.  We each find ourselves realizing that our position as Christ-followers brings with it 
a certain amount of risk, perhaps hearing our Lord in our hearts – “Will ye also go away?” 
 
For the true believer, the Lord’s inquiry will immediately prove its value, piercing through any 
tepidity of soul and invigorating the deepest recesses of the heart from whence faith springs.  
This One who purchased our pardon on Calvary and has so lovingly shepherded our pathway 
since heroically rescuing us from Satan’s damnable stranglehold asks if we desire to follow the 
crowd.  Our emotions join with our intellect in resounding refutation of the very notion.  “No, 
no, no!  I will not, I cannot go away.  To whom would I even go? Judas may leave, but I cannot, 
Jesus.  You have been so faithful to me.  I am yours, no matter the cost, now and forevermore.” 
 
Dear friends, let us resolutely follow our Lord, no matter where the multitudes be headed. 
 
 
 
 
 

    -- D. Murcek 
 
 



Workmanship 
 

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath 
before ordained that we should walk in them. 

Ephesians 2:10 
 
The workman typically spends much time and effort fashioning his workpiece with just 
the right design and qualities for it to accomplish its purpose.  It would be hard to 
imagine a master craftsman just starting at random to throw together some materials 
and hope that they would turn into something useful.  Instead, we expect that a good 
workman first ponders and plans the purpose for his work, then chooses the right 
materials, draws up some final plans, then goes to work meticulously to produce the 
desired product.  If we understand that God is the source of our logical expectations, we 
would know that He is the quintessential Creator.    
 
The idea of workmanship within this verse is a contrasting answer to the preceding 
conclusion that salvation must be by grace through faith, and not of works.  
Dependence on our own works, in which some would dare to boast, is foolish and futile, 
and full of sinful pride, in the face of all that has been laid out in the epistle to this point.  
Thus, the emphasis here is not so much on the workmanship as on the Workman – we 
are His workmanship.  The making of a new creation in Christ involves the removal of 
old things and the making of new things, all of which are of God (II Corinthians 5:17-
18a). 
 
Then we are reminded that God as the master craftsman is creating us this way with a 
purpose – one that He ordained before the work began.  That purpose is for His new 
creations to walk in good works.  Those works are truly good because they are the 
result of His work in us through His word and Spirit.  So the apostle reminds us that the 
work of our salvation that walks us in that path is from none other than God, “which 
worketh in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure” (Philippians 2:13).  May the 
work that He continues to do in us work out of us, to accomplish His purpose this day 
and every day and reveal the power of His salvation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 



Gethsemane Gabbatha Golgotha
And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly: and his sweat was as it were

great drops of blood falling down to the ground. Luke 22:44

Gethsemane: Though it would be right to consider the entirety of the life of the
Lord as being one of suffering, it is more specially understood that our Man of
Sorrows enters into the deepest throes of his agonies at the garden. It was here
that the unbearable horror of what He was about to endure in becoming “sin for
us who knew no sin” came with full magnitude upon His mortal frame. Luke, the
physician, dutifully records the tremendous physiological and psychological
trauma that was occurring from which that precious blood commences its life-
giving stream. Satan had not spent all of his fury at the 40 day contest with
Jesus in the wilderness of temptation. He had in reserve the most diabolical
weapons to hurl at the Son of God and he was now unleashing them in hopes
of defusing what would eventuate in his own destruction. But undeterred our
victorious Lord “offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and
tears unto him that was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he
feared ”.

Gabbatha: From the garden to the pavement where his judgement would be
decided. By now He has been condemned by the supercilious Sanhedrin,
indecorously crowned by an imposter king of the Jews, flagellated by sadistic
legionnaires, and then contemptuously displayed before the rabid mob. The
procurator in hopes of eliciting some pity pleads: “Behold the Man ! ”. But no
mercy could be found in the minds of that untoward generation. They would
prefer the the seditionist rather than the Savior, the murderer before the Master;
the robber rather than the Redeemer. “Away with this man, and release unto us
Barabbas” . And when Pilate demanded of them the verdict the vox populi
responded: “Let him be crucified and His blood be on us, and on our children.”

Golgotha: “The place of a skull” was the inglorious name of this area situated
without the gates of the holy city so as not to disturb the pretended piousness of
the hypocritical religionists that dwelt within . And so here, in a place littered with
the skeletal fragments of criminal lives ill spent, here would the holy Son of
God make “his grave with the wicked”. As the vicious crowd hurled their
malicious invectives in the ears of the sinless Savior, as the darkness shrouded
the place of the skull and the earth began its laborious heaving, as the stench of
death wafted in the air and the pariah dog howled in hungry expectation of the
impending carrion, only the eye of faith could behold this scene and find in it a
source of enduring hope. He, who unabashedly declared: “I am the
Resurrection and the Life”, succumbs to the most torturesome death ever
conceived by demented minds and yet in doing so had, through death,
destroyed “him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; And deliver them
who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.”

Have a blessed week,



Simon, Satan, and the Savior 
              
 

And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: But I 
have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren. 

– Luke 22:31-32 – 
              

 
“Satan hath desired to have you…”.  Ominous words.  The devil possessed a certain right to do 
so, to “have” the disciples. He is not only the father of lies, but also of the fleshly nature of man.  
What did the Enemy see in the disciples that he desired?  Each of them looked pathetically 
weak.  Three and half years with Jesus and, though radically different men than when they 
began, at least for most of them, the foundation of flesh remained intact and could prove quite 
useful to the Adversary’s scheme.  In James and John, the Sons of Thunder, Satan no doubt 
witnessed the tempers.  In Thomas, he saw the doubt.  In Judas, the greed could prove quite 
helpful.  And in Peter, he saw the impatient and impetuous Simon, so bold that he was foolish, 
full of bravado as a cover for his fears.  Perhaps Peter would be the easiest and most strategic 
target?  Was he actually the one that Satan wanted for the betrayal instead of Judas?  Jesus 
already knew that one of the disciples was a devil.  What kind of pain it would bring to the 
Lord’s faithful heart if the traitor was one of the most faithful three of the Twelve!  As Jesus 
recognized the legality of the awful claim, He poured out His holy soul for His dear friend so 
that when the onslaught would come upon Peter, his faith would fail not. 
 
And can this lesson not be personal?  “Satan hat desired to have you…”. Can we not hear the 
same threatenings and slaughters being breathed out against each of us by our greatest foe?  
Perhaps the only time the Devil tells the truth is as our accuser before the Most High.  Our spirit 
is willing but our flesh is weak, and he knows it.  How often has he desired to have you 
personally, to sift you as wheat?  But alas, the Master intercedes!  He not only preserves our 
faith but also humiliates our Enemy by revealing those most precious and glorious wounds 
before Heaven’s bar.  He that began a good work in you will, as He did with Peter, carry it to 
completion.  Whom He justified He will also glorify.  Let us rejoice again in Him that is Faithful 
and True.  What a wonderful Savior! 
 

Hallelujah! What a Savior! Hallelujah! What a Friend! 
Saving, helping, keeping, loving 

He is with me to the end 
 

    -- D. Murcek 
 
 



Then   and   Now  

The   Spirit   of   the   Lord   is   upon   me,   because   he   hath   anointed   me   to   preach  
the   gospel   to   the   poor;   he   hath   sent   me   to   heal   the   brokenhearted,   to  

preach   deliverance   to   the   captives,   and   the   recovering   of   sight   to   the   blind,  
to   set   at   liberty   them   that   are   bruised,  

Luke   4:18   

When   Jesus   entered   the   synagogue   at   Nazareth,   He   read   from   the   sixty-first  
chapter   of   Isaiah   about   the   characteristics   of   the   Messiah’s   ministry   on   earth.  
Each   of   the   six   purposes   that   He   was   anointed   to   do   would   be   fulfilled   in   the  
next   few   years   of   His   ministry.   The    acceptable   year    had   come   and   the  
Messiah   would   prove   that   He   was   the   answer   to   every   problem   that   plagues  
mankind.   From   the   encouraging   and   hope-filled   teachings   of   the   Sermon   on  
the   Mount,   to   the   healing   of   the   brokenhearted   at   the   tomb   of   the  
resurrected   Lazarus,   Jesus   demonstrated   that   He   was   the   solution   for   a  
sin-cursed   world.   Hearts   were   mended,   bondage   to   sin   was   broken,   families  
were   reunited,   discouragement   was   replaced   with   hope   and   purpose,   and   the  
lifeblood   of   the   message   of   the   gospel   prevailed.  

When   Jesus   uttered   those   words   “it   is   finished,”   the   payment   for   sin’s  
penalty   was   complete!    After   His   resurrection   and   prior   to   His   ascension,   He  
puts   forth   the   Great   Commission   which   would   be   the   vehicle,   powered   by   the  
Holy   Spirit,   to   carry   on   His   work   down   through   the   ages.   The   work   that   Jesus  
did   then   continues   to   this   day   in   varying   forms   and   fashions.   Though   some   of  
the   miracles   were   temporary,   validating   Jesus   was   the   Messiah,   their  
spiritual   significance   carries   on   to   us   today.   What   better   message   can   the  
poor   receive   than   the   message   of   hope   and   salvation   through   our   Lord   Jesus  
Christ?   How   many   countless   people   vainly   sought   relief   for   their  
brokenhearted   circumstances,   until   their   spirits   were   lifted   by   the   words   of  
Jesus?   And   every   Christian   had   their   blindness   lifted   and   their   captive   souls  
delivered   by   falling   in   submission   and   reverence   at   the   Savior’s   feet.  

The   timeless   message   of   the   Bible   is   still   the   remedy   for   todays’   problems.  
Now   seated   at   the   right   hand   of   the   Heavenly   Father,   Jesus   continues   to   be  
The   Good   Shepherd,   The   Door,   The   Bread   of   Life,   The   Light   of   the   World,  
The   Way,   The   Truth,   and   The   Life,   The   Resurrection   and   the   Life,   and   the  
Great   I   AM.   Today,   tomorrow,   and   forever   He   certainly   is   all   that   we   need!  

~   J.   Ekis  
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